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President Barack Obama looks over to a group of supporters after walking off stage at a campaign event at the University of Wis- 
consin-Madison, Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012, in Madison, Wis. Obama tried to regain his footing Thursday after a disappointing debate 
performance in which Republican Mitt Romney aggressively challenged the president’s stewardship of the economy. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 


Chavismo 

Challenge 

IAN JAMES 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — For 14 years, Hugo 
Chavez has charmed 
them, inspired them and 
made them believe he is 
nothing short of their savior. 
“Chavistas” are the life¬ 
blood of the Venezuelan 
leader's leftist movement, 
and as he runs for re-elec- 



Under pouring rain, 
Venezuela's President Hugo 
Chavez delivers a speech 
during his closing campaign 
rally in Caracas, Venezuela, 
Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 

tion on Sunday, the ques¬ 
tion is whether Chavez still 
has enough popular ap¬ 
peal to stave off the tough¬ 
est challenge of his presi¬ 
dency from youthful rival 
Henrique Capriles. It’s a 
historic test for Latin Amer¬ 
ica’s most outspoken and 
divisive leader — and for 
his “Chavismo” movement. 


Continued on Page 12 


Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — President 
Barack Obama tried to re¬ 
gain his footing Thursday af¬ 
ter a disappointing debate 
performance in which Re¬ 
publican Mitt Romney ag¬ 
gressively challenged the 
president’s stewardship of 
the economy. 


Not even the Democrats 
disputed that Romney was 
likely to benefit politically 
from fhe debate Wednes¬ 
day night in which he ag¬ 
gressively challenged 
Obama’s stewardship of 
the economy and said his 
own plans would help pull 
the country out of a slow- 


growth rut. 

Still, there was no immedi¬ 
ate indication that the race 
would expand beyond the 
nine battleground states 
where the rivals and their 
running mates spend near¬ 
ly all of their campaign time 
and advertising dollars. 
Because the American 


presidential race is decid¬ 
ed in state-by-state votes 
rather than by popular vote 
these nine states which do 
not reliably vote either Re¬ 
publican or Democratic will 
likely decide the race. 


Continued on Page 3 
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Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival Aruba Kicks Off Tonight! 



During the press confer¬ 
ence yesterday at the Re¬ 
naissance Hotel, organiz¬ 
ers, sponsors, government 
officials and some the per¬ 
forming artists informed the 
media that everything is in 
place for tonight and to¬ 
morrow night's concerts. 
This is the sixth edition of the 
very successful Caribbean 
Sea Jazz Festival Aruba. 
This year, the festival man¬ 
aged to attract a great 
lineup, consisting of Chaka 
Khan, 

Oscar de Leon, Randy 
Brecker, Sven Hammond 
Soul, Pete Philly, Kuenta I 
Tambu and many more. 
All performances will start 
at 6:30pm and will con¬ 
tinue non-stop till about 
1:30am. One of the great 
aspects of this festival is 
that the crowd can freely 
walk between the three 
stages, indoor auditorium, 
food court and art gallery. 
For the first time Eleqt has 
taken care of a special VIP 


area which is located atop 
40 ft containers. At this time 
there were only a few spots 
available in the VIP area, 
which organizers informed 
interested people can call 
594-1184. 

The VIP area gives the 
spectator a unique view 
of both stages. Tickets are 
available at De Palm Tours 
Desks and Pelican Tours 
Desks at major hotels. 

Also they are avail¬ 
able at Superfood, Pla¬ 
za Bookshop, Fun Miles, 
CD's & More and Cliffix. 
The Caribbean Sea Jazz 
Festival has grown over 
the years to also attract 
international visitors. This 
year the Caribbean Sea 
Jazz Foundation has re¬ 
ceived bookings from Cu¬ 
racao, Surinam, Colombia, 
Netherlands and Bonaire. 
At the end of the press 
conference the organiza¬ 
tion mentioned that after 
each concert night they 
will host an after-party at 


Barefoot Restaurant which 
is walking distance from 
the venue (Close to the Air¬ 
port). By showing one half 
of your entrance ticket of 
the festival you will be able 
to attend the after party 
for free. Music will be by 


Dj Maestro from Holland. 
Friday's Line up consists 
of: Fourplay, Chaka Khan, 
Robert Jeandor, Live Xpres- 
sions. Diverse Sauzen, Kuen¬ 
ta I Tambu, El Prove, Steba/ 
Del Ferro / Brecker y Holmes 
and Sazon Cubano. Sat¬ 


urday's Line up consists of: 
Sven Hammond Soul, 
Oscar de Leon, Rooster 
Farm , Upgrade Music, 
Randy Brecker Band, Pete 
Phily, School of Music, 
Frankie Yanga Trio y Bob¬ 
cat Ft. Etienne StadwijkO 
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UN strongly condemns Syrian shelling of Turkey 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The U.N. Security Council 
overcame deep divisions 


to unanimously approve a 
statement Thursday con¬ 
demning Syria’s shelling of 
a Turkish town that killed 
five women and children 
“in the strongest terms." 


Council members man¬ 
aged to bridge differ¬ 
ences between the strong 
statement demanded by 
the United States and its 


(AP Photo) 

Western supporters and 
backed by their NATO ally 
Turkey, and a weaker text 
pushed by Russia, Syria's 
most important ally, after 
negotiations that began 


late Wednesday and con¬ 
tinued through Thursday. 

In the press statement, 
which needed approval 
from all 15 council mem¬ 
bers, the U.N.’s most pow¬ 
erful body said the incident 
“highlighted the grave 
impact the crisis in Syria 
has on the security of its 
neighbors and on regional 
peace and stability.” 

It also extended condo¬ 
lences to the families of the 
victims and to the govern¬ 
ment and people of Turkey. 
The council demanded 
an immediate end to such 
violations of international 
law and called on the Syr¬ 
ian government “to fully 
respect the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of its 
neighbors." 

Earlier Thursday, Syria's U.N. 
envoy said his government 
is not seeking any escala¬ 
tion of violence with Tur¬ 
key and wants to maintain 
good neighborly relations. 
Ambassador Bashar 



Turks hold banners that read “ we will not bow heads” during 
a protest against a possible war with Syria, in Istanbul, Turkey, 
Thursday, Oct. 4,2012. Turkey fired on Syrian targets for a second 
day Thursday, but said it has no intention of declaring war, de¬ 
spite tensions after deadly shelling from Syria killed five civilians 
in a Turkish border town. 


Obama tries to regain footing after debate 


Continued from front 

Obama campaigned 
Thursday with the energy 
of a man determined to 
make up for a subpar de¬ 
bate showing. Speaking to 
a crowd not far from the 
debate hall, he said mock¬ 
ingly that a “very spirited 
fellow” who stood next to 
him onstage Wednesday 
night “does not want to be 
held accountable for the 
real Mitt Romney’s posi¬ 
tions” on taxes, education 
and other issues. “Gover¬ 
nor Romney may dance 
around his positions, but if 
you want to be president 
you owe the American 
people the truth,” he said. 
Later, before a crowd of 
tens of thousands in Madi¬ 
son, Wisconsin, he said 
Romney wants to cut fed¬ 
eral funding for Public 
Television while repealing 
legislation that regulates 
the banking industry “I just 
want to make sure I've got 
this straight: He'll get rid of 
regulations on Wall Street, 
but he’s going to crack 
down on Sesame Street,” 
Obama said. 

Taxes were a particular 
point of contention be¬ 


tween the two men, al¬ 
though they were sharply 
divided as well on steps the 
cut the deficit, on govern¬ 
ment regulation, on edu¬ 
cation and Medicare. 

Both in the debate and on 
the day after, Obama said 
repeatedly that his rival fa¬ 
vors a $5 trillion tax cut that 
is tilted to the wealthy and 
would mean tax increases 
on the middle class or else 
result in a spike in federal 
deficits. 

Romney said it wasn't so, 
and counterattacked in 
a new television commer¬ 
cial. It cited a report by the 
American Enterprise Insti¬ 
tute that said Obama and 
“his liberal allies” want to 
raise taxes on middle class 
earners by $4,000 and that 
the Republican alternative 
would not raise the amount 
they owe to the IRS. 
“Victory is in sight," Rom¬ 
ney exulted in an emailed 
request for donations to 
supporters. It was a show of 
confidence by a man hop¬ 
ing for a quick reversal in 
pre-debate public opinion 
polls that showed him trail¬ 
ing in battleground states 
as well as nationally. 
Another possible pivot point 


in the campaign neared in 
the form of Friday's govern¬ 
ment report on unemploy¬ 
ment for September. Job¬ 
lessness was measured at 
8.1. percent the previous 
month. 

Whatever the eventual out¬ 
come of the race, Romney 
seemed to have achieved 
his goal of a campaign re¬ 
set. Democrats braced for 
tightening polls over the 
next several days in the 
states where the campaign 
will be won or lost. 

Obama campaign strate¬ 
gist David Axelrod acknowl¬ 
edged in a conference call 
with reporters that an ad¬ 
justment in strategy would 
be needed in the debates 
to come. “Obviously mov¬ 
ing forward we're going 
to take a hard look at this, 
and we're going to have to 
make some judgments as 
to where to draw the line in 
these debates and how to 
use our time,” Axelrod said. 
While both men prepared 
extensively for their first 
head-to-head encounter, 
Romney had the advan¬ 
tage of having taken part 
in 19 debates with his Re¬ 
publican rivals over the 
course of many months.Q 


Ja'atari said the govern¬ 
ment hasn’t apologized 
for the shelling from Syria 
because it is waiting for the 
outcome of an investiga¬ 
tion on the source of the 
firing. 

He read reporters a letter 
he delivered to the Secu¬ 
rity Council that sent Syria's 
“deepest condolences" to 
the families of the victims 
“and to the friendly and 
brotherly people of Turkey." 
It urged Turkey and its other 


neighbors to “act wisely, 
rationally and responsibly” 
and to prevent cross-bor¬ 
der infiltration of “terrorists 
and insurgents” and the 
smuggling of arms. 

During Thursday’s negotia¬ 
tions on the text when the 
outcome was still in doubt, 
U.S. Ambassador Susan 
Rice told reporters “we 
think it’s very important that 
the council speak clearly 
and swiftly to condemn this 
shelling." Q 
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Romney: ‘Victory is in sight’ 


DAVID ESPO 
KASIE HUNT 
Associated Press 

DENVER (AP) — Buoyed by 
a powerful debate showing, 
Mitt Romney said Thursday 
he offers “prosperity that 
comes through freedom” 
to a country struggling to 
shed a weak economy. 
President Barack Obama 
accused the former Mas¬ 
sachusetts governor of run¬ 
ning from his own record in 
pursuit of political power. 
Both men unleashed new 


attack ads in the battle¬ 
ground states in a race with 
little more than a month 
to run, Obama suggest¬ 
ing Romney couldn’t be 
trusted with the presidency, 
and the Republican accus¬ 
ing the president of back¬ 
ing a large tax increase on 
the middle class. 


The debate reached 67.2 
million viewers, an increase 
of 28 percent over the first 
debate in the 2008 presi¬ 
dential campaign. The 
measurement and informa¬ 
tion company Nielsen said 
Thursday that 11 networks 
provided live coverage of 
the debate. 

Not even Democrats disput¬ 
ed that Romney was likely 
to benefit politically from 
the debate Wednesday 
night in which he aggres¬ 
sively challenged Obama’s 


stewardship of the econo¬ 
my and said his own plans 
would help pull the country 
out of a slow-growth rut. 
Still, there was no immedi¬ 
ate indication that the race 
would expand beyond the 
nine battleground states 
where the rivals and their 
running mates spend nearly 


all of their campaign time 
and advertising dollars. 
Debate host Colorado is 
one of them, and Virginia, 
where Romney headed for 
an evening speech, is an¬ 
other. So, too, Wisconsin, 
Obama's destination for 
a mid-day rally. Nevada, 
Ohio, Iowa, New Hamp¬ 
shire, Florida and North Car¬ 
olina are the others. 

Among them, the nine 
states account for 110 elec¬ 
toral votes out of the 270 
needed to win the White 
House, more than enough 
to tip the campaign to one 
man or the other. 

“Victory is in sight,” Rom¬ 
ney exulted in an emailed 
request for donations to 
supporters. It was a show of 
confidence by a man hop¬ 
ing for a quick reversal in 
pre-debate public opinion 
polls that showed him trail¬ 
ing in battleground states 
as well as nationally. 
Reprising a line from the de¬ 
bate, he told an audience 
of conservatives in Denver 
that Obama offers “trickle- 
down government." He 
added, “I don’t think that's 
what America believes in. 
I see instead a prosperity 
that comes through free¬ 
dom.” 

Another possible pivot point 
in the campaign neared in 
the form of Friday’s govern¬ 
ment report on unemploy¬ 
ment for September. Job¬ 
lessness was measured at 
8.1. percent the previous 
month. □ 



Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney, gestures during 
a rally in Fishersville, Va., Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Steve Helber) 


Mayor under fire over Somali comments 


LEWISTON, Maine (AP) — 

A U.S. mayor says his city's 
Somali immigrants should 
“accept our culture and 
leave your culture at the 


door,” and critics say he 
should resign. 

The Maine People’s Alliance 
says it has collected 
hundreds of signatures 


calling for Lewiston Mayor 
Robert Macdonald to step 
down over his comments 
to the British Broadcasting 
Corp. About 6,000 Somali 
immigrants have settled 
in the town in search of 
affordable housing and a 
safe place to live. 

Members of the local 
Somali community and 
other residents were 
gathering Thursday at City 
Hall to speak out against 
the remarks. 

Macdonald has tried to 
clarify his comments, saying 
immigrants should try and 
assimilate into American 
culture, not that they need 
to give up their language, 
religion or traditionsO 



Protesters chant outside city hall in Lewiston, Maine, after 
delivering petitions asking for the resignation of the city's mayor 
because of comments he made about Somali refugees,Thursday, 
Oct. 4, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty) 



Salvatore J. Cordileone, right, waits to be introduced during a 
ceremony to install him as the new archbishop of San Francisco 
at the Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption in San Francisco, 
Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, Pool) 


S.F. archbishop selection 
angers gay rights groups 

LISA LEFF 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Amid heavy security and the 
splendor of his faith's most sacred rites, the new Roman 
Catholic archbishop of San Francisco assumed office 
Thursday without referring to the distress his appointment 
has aroused in this gay-friendly city, but offering self- 
deprecating jokes about his recent drunken driving arrest. 
Archbishop Salvatore Joseph Cordileone, wearing gold 
and red robes with a matching miter, told an audience 
of more than 2,000 invited guests at his installation mass 
that he was grateful for the messages of support he had 
received from people of different religious and political 
viewpoints following the Aug. 25 arrest in his home town 
of San Diego. 

“I know in my life God has always had a way of putting me 
in my place. I would say, though, that in the latest episode 
of my life God has outdone himself," Cordileone said with 
a chuckle as he delivered his first homily as archbishop. 
The 56-year-old priest, the second-youngest U.S. 
archbishop, went on to say he did not know “if it's 
theologically correct to say God has a way of making 
himself known in this way,” and asked for the indulgence 
of other high-ranking church leaders in the audience. 

The connection, he said, was that the compassion he was 
shown “in the wake of the regrettable mistake I made to 
drive after drinking” made him hopeful the Bay Area’s 
Catholic community has the tools it needs to be part of a 
broader rebuilding of the church. 

As Cordileone spoke, about three dozen gay rights 
advocates gathered outside St. Mary's Cathedral to 
protest his induction opposite a much larger group singing 
hymns of welcome for the new archbishop. Cordileone, 
who served as bishop of neighboring Oakland for the 
last three-and-a-half years, has a nationwide reputation 
as a fierce defender of the Catholic Church's positions 
on homosexuality in general and same-sex marriage in 
particular. 

He was one of the early engineers of California’s voter- 
approved ban on same-sex marriage in 2008, and since 
2011 has chaired the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
subcommittee charged with opposing efforts to legalize 
gay unions. □ 
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2 held in connection with border shooting 


E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
JACQUES BILLEAUD 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX (AP) — Federal 
police have arrested two 
men who may be connect¬ 
ed with the fatal shoot¬ 
ing of a U.S. Border Patrol 
agent just north of the 
Mexico-Arizona border, a 
Mexican law enforcement 
official said Thursday. 

The official, who spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because he was not 
authorized to release the 
information, said it was un¬ 
clear if there was strong 
evidence linking the men 
to the shooting of Agent 
Nicholas Ivie. 

Ivie and two other agents 
were fired upon Tuesday in 
a rugged hilly area about 
five miles (eight kilometers) 
north of the border near 
Bisbee, Ariz., as they re¬ 
sponded to an alarm that 
was triggered on one of 
the sensors that the gov¬ 
ernment has installed along 
the border. 

The wounded agent was 
shot in the ankle and but¬ 
tocks and released from 
the hospital after undergo¬ 
ing surgery. The third agent 


wasn’t injured. 

Brenda Nath, an FBI spokes¬ 
woman in Arizona, and 
Border Patrol officials in Ari¬ 
zona declined to comment 
on the detention of the two 
men in Mexico. The Coch¬ 
ise County sheriff's office. 


which is also investigating 
the shooting, didn’t imme¬ 
diately respond to requests 
for comment. 

Lydia Antonio, a spokes¬ 
woman for the Mexican 


Embassy in Washington, 
confirmed the two deten¬ 
tions, but declined to say 
what prompted them and 
what made authorities sus¬ 
pect the two might be in¬ 
volved in the shooting. 

At a news conference 


Thursday in Washington, 
Attorney General Eric 
Holder said he is getting 
updates on the investiga¬ 
tion’s progress and has 
spoken with Homeland Se¬ 



Christy Ivie, center, wife of slain Border Patrol Agent, Nicholas 
Ivie, walks with her family into a press conference, on Thursday, 
Oct. 4,2012, at the Cochise College in Sierra Vista, Ariz. Ivie 
was gunned down Tuesday, Oct 2, as he responded to a tripped 
sensor on the USA side of the border fence, near the small bor¬ 
der town of Naco, Ariz. Ivie’s partner was also hit in gunfire dur¬ 
ing the exchange, but was released from a Tucson hospital on 
Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/Gary M. Williams) 


AA says it knows why seats came loose 


DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines Writer 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — American Air¬ 
lines is cancelling dozens of flights as it 
scrambles to fix seats that could pop loose 
during flight. 

Airline officials said late Thursday that they 
had come up with a fix for the seats, and 
began pulling 48 Boeing 757s out of service 
to make repairs. 

All the planes should be back in service by 
Saturday. 

Those planes use the same model of seat 
that came loose on three recent Ameri¬ 
can Airlines flights involving 757s that had 


been recently refurbished. The seats had 
been removed and reinstalled as part of 
the work. 

American originally said the problem was 
due to a clamp that holds rows of seats to 
tracks on the aircraft floor. 

But officials offered a new explanation 
Thursday, saying that a combination of 
wear, poor design and even soda spilled 
into the tracks caused pins to pop out of 
the grooves. 

The airline has used the same seat on its 
planes for 20 years without incident until 
now, said David Campbell, American’s 
vice president of safety .□ 


curity Secretary Janet Na- 
politano about the probe. 
Napolitano is traveling to 
Arizona on Friday to express 
her condolences to Ivie’s 
family and to meet with law 
enforcement authorities in 
southern Arizona about the 
investigation. 


Authorities have declined 
to provide key details 
about Tuesday’s shooting, 
including what they believe 
prompted the shooting, 
whether the agents were 
ambushed and whether 
any guns from the shooting 
were recovered. □ 
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Delicious Rice Table for two 


Everything made fresh to order! 


• Steak - 

• Seafood 

• Curries 

• Vegetarian 


Open Monday ■ Saturday from 5pm ■ 10:30pm » Sunday CLOSED! 


Panel recommends parole for Manson family member 


LINDA DEUTSCH 

AP Special Correspondent 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
California parole board 
panel recommended pa¬ 
role Thursday for a Charles 
Manson follower who has 
been imprisoned for 40 
years. 

Bruce Davis, convicted with 
Manson and another man 
in two murders unrelated to 
the infamous Sharon Tate 
murders in 1969, appeared 
before the panel on the 
eve of his 70th birthday. 

It was his 27th parole hear¬ 
ing and was held at the 
California Men's Colony at 
San Luis Obispo, where Da¬ 
vis is imprisoned. 

A parole board deter¬ 
mined in 2010 that Davis 
was ready for release, but 
then-Gov. Arnold Schwar¬ 
zenegger reversed the de¬ 
cision citing the heinous 
nature of the crimes. Gov. 



This undated file photo provided by the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation shows Bruce Davis. A California 
parole board panel recommended parole Thursday for Davis, 
who has been imprisoned for 40 years. 

(AP Photo) 

Jerry Brown has the final rent parole board. 

say on decisions by the cur- Davis has been in prison 


since 1972 after being con¬ 
victed with Manson and 
another follower, Steve 
Grogan, in the murders of 
musician Gary Hinman and 
stuntman Donald “Shorty" 
Shea. 

Davis had been set for a 
hearing earlier this year, 
but he became ill and it 
was delayed. 

“It's time for him to go 
home,” Davis’ attorney, Mi¬ 
chael Beckman, who has 
been fighting for years to 
get his client released, said 
before the hearing. 

Davis became a born- 
again Christian in prison 
and ministered to other in¬ 
mates, married a woman 
he met through the prison 
ministry, and has a grown 
daughter. The couple re¬ 
cently divorced. 

Beckman said Davis also 
earned a master's degree 
and a doctorate in philoso¬ 


phy of religion. 

Beckman said his client is 
totally rehabilitated and 
meets state requirements 
for parole. Los Angeles 
County Deputy District At¬ 
torney Patrick Sequeira op¬ 
posed his release. 

Few followers of the infa¬ 
mous Manson cult have 
been released from pris¬ 
on. Grogan was freed in 
1985 after he led police to 
Shea’s buried body. 

Lynette “Squeaky” Fromme 
was released from federal 
prison in 2009 after serv¬ 
ing time for the attempted 
assassination of President 
Gerald Ford. 

Manson and two of his fol¬ 
lowers, Leslie Van Houten 
and Patricia Krenwinkel, 
remain in prison for life in 
the Tate killings. Their co¬ 
defendant, Susan Atkins, 
died of cancer behind bars 
in 2009 .□ 


Witness: US man funded al-Shabab terror recruit 


AMY FORLITI 
Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — An 

American who traveled to 
Somalia to train with the 
terror group al-Shabab tes¬ 
tified Thursday against a 
Minnesota man accused of 
helping arrange the travel. 
Abdifatah Yusuf Isse told ju¬ 
rors that he saw Mahamud 
Said Omar hand $500 in 
cash to another al-Shabab 
recruit and wish him good 
luck during a meeting at 
a Minneapolis restaurant 
in 2007. The meeting oc¬ 
curred before Isse and sev¬ 
eral other men departed 
for Somalia, said Isse, who 
said the cash was pocket 
money. 

Isse testified that the meet¬ 
ing came near the end of 
a string of private meetings 
at a Minneapolis mosque. 



In this March 10, 2011 file photo, Abdirizak Bihi, director, Somali 
Education and Social Advocacy Center, testifies during a hear¬ 
ing of the House Homeland Security Committee, on “the ex¬ 
tent of the radicalization” of American Muslims, on Capitol Hill 
in Washington. Bihi, a spokesman for the family of 21 -year-old 
Omar Farah, said Farah traveled to Somalia to join al-Shabab, 
renewing fears that the terror group is continuing to recruit U.S. 
Somalis to return to their homeland to fight despite some high- 
profile prosecutions in America and the deaths of some who 
have joined the insurgents. 

(AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File) 


other restaurants and in 
cars, in which participants 
discussed traveling to So¬ 
malia and waging “jihad" 
against Ethiopian soldiers 
seen as invaders of their 
homeland. Omar, 46, is 
charged with five terror-re¬ 
lated counts in a federal tri¬ 
al that is part of a broader 
investigation into recruiting 
by al-Shabab, a U.S.-des¬ 
ignated terror group linked 
to al-Qaida at the center 
of much of the violence in 
Somalia. Prosecutors say 
Omar helped acquire air¬ 
line tickets, helped pay for 
weapons and encouraged 
men to join. 

Since 2007, more than 20 
young men are believed to 
have been wooed to the 
East African nation from 
Minnesota, home to the 
largest Somali population 


in the U.S. At least six have 
died, according to family 
members and the FBI. 

Omar has maintained his 
innocence. His attorneys 
and family members have 
said he was too poor to fi¬ 
nance terrorism, and never 
acted or spoke against the 
United States. 

In the third day of testimo¬ 
ny Thursday, Isse, 28, who 
moved from Seattle to Min¬ 
nesota in 2007, took the 
stand for the prosecution. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney John 
Docherty questioned Isse 
about the planning meet¬ 
ings leading up to the 2007 
departures. Isse described 
the private meetings in¬ 
volving several men staying 
at Abubakar As-Saddique 
mosque in Minneapolis 
during the last 10 days of 
Ramadan. □ 
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1 Billion monthly users call Facebook home 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — More 
than a billion people now 
log into Facebook each 
month to check up on old 
friends, tag photos of new 
ones and post about poli¬ 
tics, religion, cats or what 
their kids are doing. 

That’s double the 500 mil¬ 
lion it hit in July 2010 — what 
now seems like a lifetime 
but was a little more than 
two years ago. August 2008 
marked another big junc¬ 
ture, 100 million users. 

The latest milestone also 
amounts to nearly half of 
the world’s roughly 2.5 bil¬ 
lion Internet users, as mea¬ 
sured by the International 
Telecommunications Union. 
So who are these people? 
Most of them — 81 per¬ 
cent — live outside of the 
U.S. and Canada. Many of 
them log in on mobile de¬ 
vices rather than personal 
computers, and the com¬ 
pany now has 600 million 
mobile users. 

The people joining now are 
young, with a median age 
of 22. It was 23 in 2010 and 
26 in 2008 and 2007. Most 
of them are from Brazil, In¬ 
dia, Indonesia, Mexico and 
the United States. They are 
unlikely to be from China, 
the world’s most populous 
country and home to its 
largest Internet population. 
And millions of them are not 
actual people. Facebook 
acknowledged in August 
that 8.7 percent of its then- 
955 million users may be du¬ 
plicate or false accounts. 
At that rate, as many as 87 
million accounts are fake. 
As expected, the longer us¬ 
ers are on Facebook, the 
more “friends” they have on 
the site. A user who signed 
up two years ago has an 
average of 305 friends. 
Someone who signed up 
in December 2005, when 
Facebook had nearly 6 mil¬ 


lion users, now has nearly 
600 friends, on average. 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
marked the milestone on 
his Facebook page, as he 
has in the past when the 
site’s users hit nice round 
numbers. “If you're read¬ 
ing this: thank you for giv¬ 
ing me and my little team 
the honor of serving you,” 
he wrote. “Helping a billion 
people connect is amaz¬ 
ing, humbling and by far 
the thing I am most proud 
of in my life.” 

But he acknowledged in 
a “Today” show interview 
that the company is going 
through a difficult patch. 
“We're in a tough cycle 
now and that doesn’t help 
morale, but people are 
focused on what they're 
building," he told Matt 
Lauer during the interview. 
The Menlo Park, California- 
based company’s stock 
never recovered from a 
bofched initial public of¬ 
fering in May, at one point 
seeing its value slashed in 
half by shareholders who 
don’t think it's increasing 
revenue fast enough, es¬ 
pecially from its fast-grow¬ 
ing mobile user base. 

Last month Zuckerberg 
gave his first interview since 


Facebook's shaky IPO and 
since that time he’s been 
working hard to boost con¬ 
fidence among investors, 
employees and the public. 
The 28-year-old executive 
also continued to reassure 
that he is the right person 
to lead Facebook, as some 
on Wall Street have ques¬ 
tioned whether he has the 
ability to lead a large pub¬ 
lic company. 

“I take this responsibility 


very seriously,” he said. 

To further mark the occa¬ 
sion, Facebook also re¬ 
leased a video Thursday 
that, somewhat abstractly, 
seeks to illustrate its ubiq¬ 
uity and utility in connect¬ 
ing people to one anoth¬ 
er. Directed by Alejandro 
Gonzalez Inarritu (“Babel," 
”21 Grams” and “Amores 
Perros"), the video starts off 
with an empty red chair sus¬ 
pended in midair in a forest. 


Then it moves to chairs with 
people, first just one then 
two, and groups around 
a dinner table, dancing, 
playing. Then more chairs. 
“Chairs. Chairs are made 
so that anyone can sit 
down and take a break. 
Anyone can sit on a chair,” 
a woman's voice assures 
the viewer. “And if fhe 
chair is large enough, they 
can sit down together. And 
tell jokes. Or make up sto¬ 
ries. Or just listen. Chairs are 
for people. And that is why 
chairs are like Facebook.” 
See also: doorbells, air¬ 
planes and bridges. 

“These are things people 
use to get together so they 
can open up and con¬ 
nect,” the ad continues. 
The conclusion? The uni¬ 
verse is vast and dark and 
makes us wonder if we are 
alone. And there is Face- 
book. And chairs, of course. 
It’s Facebook’s first adver¬ 
tising campaign surround¬ 
ing its brand. So far, though, 
the company is not saying 
whether the video will air 
on television. 

Facebook Inc.’s stock 
slipped a penny to $21.82 
in afternoon trading. The 
shares are 43 percent be¬ 
low their $38 IPO price.□ 



Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg speaks during a “fireside chat” 
at a conference organized by technology blog TechCrunch 
in San Francisco. Zuckerberg updated his Facebook status on 
Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012, to announce that the social networking 
site has more than 1 billion active users each month. He thanked 
users and said that he is committed to making Facebook bet¬ 
ter. The Menlo Park, Calif.-based company has had a difficult 
time of late. There were trading glitches the day it went public 
in May and concerns since then about its revenue potential. It's 
also facing lawsuits from disgruntled shareholders. 

(AP Photo/Eric Risberg) 


Wheelchairs used to avoid airport lines 


SARAH MASLIN NIR 
© 2012 New York Times 

The familiar drudgery was under way 
along the security line at New York’s 
John F. Kennedy International Airport 
on a recent afternoon. Shoes were 
fumbled off feet, laptops unearthed 
from satchels and belts tugged from 
their loops. But one couple had a dif¬ 
ferent experience. 

Pushed along in the wheelchairs 
each airline provides by request, 
they whizzed past the line to a spe¬ 
cially designated and briskly efficient 
Transportation Security Administration 
screener. 

Once cleared, the woman suddenly 


sprang up from her wheelchair, hoist¬ 
ed two huge carry-on bags from the 
magnetometer's conveyor belt and 
plopped back in the wheelchair. 

She gave a nod to the person push¬ 
ing her, and they rolled off to the 
gate. 

In the modern airport experience, 
where the tedium of long lines, sud¬ 
den delays and ever-more-invasive 
security checks is the norm, little can 
be done to avoid the frustrations in¬ 
creasingly endemic to travel. So it 
may be an expected, if uncomfort¬ 
able, fact that some travelers appear 
to exploit perhaps the only remain¬ 
ing loophole to a breezy airport ex¬ 
perience - the line-cutting privileges 


given to people who request airport 
wheelchairs, for which no proof of a 
disability is required. 

The practice is so commonplace that 
airport workers can predict spikes in 
wheelchair requests when security 
is particularly backed up, and flight 
attendants see it so often on certain 
routes they've dubbed them “mira¬ 
cle flights." 

“We'd say there was a miracle be¬ 
cause they all needed a wheelchair 
getting on, but not getting off,” said 
Kelly Skyles, a flight attendant and 
the national safety and security coor¬ 
dinator for the Association of Profes¬ 
sional Flight Attendants, which repre¬ 
sents American Airlines’ attendants. □ 
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10ANI-10PM 
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Once you visit downtown don’t forget 
to stop by Mojito’s Cantina & Grill. 

Come and enjoy the nice panoramic view of the cruise ships 

We serve Authentic Cuban and 
Latin American Cuisine 

Live Bands on Wednesdays - Fridays and Saturdays 
and Daily HAPPY HOUR: 2 X 1 starting from 5:00PM - 7:00PM 



Egypt’s hardline Islamist party unravels 



Egyptian lawmaker Anwar al-Balkimy, center, gestures during a 
session of parliament in Cairo, Egypt. Egypt’s ultraconservative 
Islamic Al-Nour party said Monday one of its lawmakers has 
resigned from parliament because he got a nose job and then 
lied about it, claiming he was beaten. Internal divisions are 
threatening to unravel Egypt’s second biggest political party, 
the political arm of the ultraconservative Salafis, the country’s 
most hardline Islamist movement. Now its leaders are split over 
whether Muslim clerics or more pragmatic politicians should be 
steering the movement. 

(AP Photo) 
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MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Internal feuds 
are threatening to unravel 
the political party of Egypt's 
ultraconservative Islamist 
Salafis, as pragmatists try 
to shake off the control of 
hardline clerics who reject 
any compromise in their 
stark, puritanical version of 
Islam. 

The fight for leadership 
could paralyze the Al-Nour 
Party, which rocketed out 
of nowhere to become 
Egypt's second most pow¬ 
erful political force, behind 
the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Together, the Brotherhood 
and Al-Nour embodied the 
rise of Islamists to promi¬ 
nence after last year's fall of 
Hosni Mubarak. 

It also underlines the key 
dilemma in the project of 
political Islam — what to 
do when the maneuverings 
of democratic politics col¬ 
lide with demands for strict 
purity of religious ideology, 
particularly the unbending, 
black-and-white doctrine of 
the Salafis. Infighting among 
the Salafis could discredit 
their aims of radical Islam- 
ization of Egypt in the eyes 
of some Egyptians who saw 
the movement as pious and 
uncorrupt, calling for strict 
adherence to the Quran 
and the ways of the Proph¬ 
et Muhammad. “The party 
is exploding from inside,” 
Mohammed Habib, who 
was once a leader in the 
Muslim Brotherhood, said of 
Al-Nour. “In the street, it has 
lost its credibility. People see 
clerics who they used to see 
as men of God engaging in 
earthy disputes. They used 
to trust them. This will have 
a negative impact not only 
on Al-Nour or Salafis but on 
all Islamists in politics.” 

Salafis are among the 
most hardcore conserva¬ 
tives in Egypt, with a strict¬ 
er vision of Islam than the 
Brotherhood. □ 


2 Coptic boys freed 
after Quran defiling 


MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egyptian 
authorities on Thursday 
released of two Coptic 
Christian boys taken into 
in juvenile detention for 
allegedly urinating on the 
Quran, but they will re¬ 
main under investigation, 
a security official said. 
Even as news spread that 
the boys would be freed, 
their village remained 
tense. 

According to priest in 
the village, located in 
the province of Beni Suef 
south of Cairo, local lead¬ 
ers of Gamaa Islamiya — 
once a prominent militant 
group — took to mosques, 
rallying Muslims to rise up 
against the order to re¬ 
lease the boys. 

“I don't know why they 
are inciting people now. 
Right now, villagers from 
outside our place are 
gathering," the priest said, 
adding, “God help us.” 
However a neighbor who 
tried to resolve tension 
said that Islamists from 
outside the village came 
and held a conference 
in the mosque calling for 
revenge for insulting the 
Quran, but security offi¬ 
cials intervened and pre¬ 
vented escalation. The 
priest and the resident 
spoke on condition of an¬ 
onymity, fearing reprisals. 
Rights groups say allega¬ 
tions of contempt of reli¬ 
gion are on the increase. 
Many are made against 
Coptic Christians, show¬ 
casing the tenuous posi¬ 
tion of a minority estimat¬ 
ed to make up 8 to 10 per¬ 
cent of the population. 
Some of the accusations 
are made by members 
of radical Islamist groups, 
whose political clout has 
risen since the 2011 popu- 



Egyptian Copts carry a Christian 
cross and a candle and chant 
prayers in Cairo, Egypt. Egyptian 
authorities on Thursday released 
of two Coptic Christian boys 
taken into in juvenile detention 
for allegedly urinating on the 
Quran. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Nasser) 

lar uprising that overthrew 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

A flurry of criminal investiga¬ 
tions in recent weeks comes 
amid heightened tensions 
over an anti-Islam film pro¬ 
duced in the United States, 
which sparked protests 
across the Muslim world. 

The most recent case is a 
rare example of minors be¬ 
ing accused of contempt 
of religion. Local cleric Sheik 
Gamal Shamardal said resi¬ 
dents of the village of Ez- 
bat Marco saw the boys, 
ages 9 and 10, bring pages 
of the Quran behind a lo¬ 
cal mosque and urinate on 
them. 

Police on Tuesday arrested 
the boys, and a crowd of 
angry residents gathered 
outside the police station. 
Fearing violence, security 
forces surrounded the village 
and the boys were taken to 
a nearby juvenile detention 
facility. 

The neighbor said that the 
boys are illiterate and could 
not have recognized the 
Quran.Q 
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Abortion rights yacht sails around Moroccan port 


PAUL SCHEMM 
Associated Press 
SMIR, Morocco (AP) — Mo¬ 
roccan police Thursday 
escorted from its waters a 
small yacht carrying wom¬ 
en’s rights activists claiming 
to be able to perform abor¬ 
tions on board, 
after anti-abortion protest¬ 
ers jeered them on land. 

The Dutch group Women 
on Waves sailed the boat 
around the northern Moroc¬ 
can harbor with banners 


SINAN SALAHEDDIN 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — An Iraqi 
court has sentenced an 
American citizen to life in 
prison on charges of assist¬ 
ing al-Qaida and financing 
terrorist activities in Iraq, ac¬ 
cording to a government 
statement released Thurs¬ 
day. 

The Interior Ministry said 
Omar Rashad Khalil, 53, was 
recruited by al-Qaida in Iraq 
in 2005. Khalil, an architec¬ 
tural engineer, is of Palestin¬ 
ian descent and entered 
the country in 2001, the min¬ 
istry statement said. 

The ministry released ex¬ 
cerpts from a confession it 
said Khalil made in which 
he allegedly admitted to 
receiving money from a Syr¬ 
ian man in the United Arab 
Emirates to pay for terror at¬ 
tacks. 

Khalil, who the ministry said 
was also known as Abu Mo¬ 
hammed, was sentenced 
by Baghdad’s central crimi¬ 
nal court on Wednesday. 


advertising an informa¬ 
tion hotline about abor¬ 
tion, which is illegal in most 
cases in this North African 
country. 

A day earlier, 
the group had said that 
a ship that can provide 
“safe, legal, medical abor¬ 
tions” up until 6.5 weeks 
of pregnancy was on its 
way from the Netherlands. 
Medical professionals 
have traveled before to 
European nations to raise 


Iraqi government officials 
could not immediately be 
reached for more details. 
U.S. embassy spokesman 
Frank Finver issued a state¬ 
ment saying that the em¬ 
bassy officials were aware 
of fhe reports.Q 


awareness; the group’s 
founder said fhaf abor¬ 
tions had been performed 
aboard ship in international 


waters off of Poland. 

The trip in the harbor of 
the Mediterranean coastal 


town of Smir was the abor¬ 
tion rights group's first event 
in a Muslim country. 
Abortion in Morocco is il¬ 


legal, except in rare cases 
where the mother’s life is 
threatened and it is also il¬ 


legal to give out informa¬ 
tion about it. 

Moroccan officials had 
said the boat would not be 
allowed in to the harbor 
and police sealed the port 
for what they called “mili¬ 
tary maneuvers,” denying 
journalists access. 

But in the afternoon, activ¬ 
ists from Women on Waves 
said they already had sta¬ 
tioned a sailboat in the 
harbor several days ago, 
fearing the port would be 
shut down. 

That boat took off around 
the harbor, about an hour 
after the group's founder 
approached crowds of 
protesters on the ground, 
trying to hand out fliers on 
abortion in Arabic and 
French to crowds of pro¬ 
testers. 

Police later boarded the 
Dutch-flagged yacht and 
escorted it out of the ma¬ 
rina. □ 
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US citizen sentenced 
to life in Iraqi prison 



Anti-abortion protesters mob Rebecca Gomperts, centre, the 
Dutch founder of Women on Waves, an abortion advocacy 
group, on Oct. 4, 2012 in the port of Smir, Morocco . Moroccan 
authorities sealed off the port where a Dutch abortion ship was 
set to arrive at, while demonstrators protested against its arrival 
in the Mediterranean port town where Gomperts was waiting to 
greet it. Abortion is illegal in most cases in Morocco and it also is 
forbidden to give out information about such procedures. 

(AP/Paul Schemm). 
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Draghi nudges Spain on bond plan 


FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— European Central Bank 
President Mario Draghi 
nudged Spain and its Eu¬ 
ropean partners to take up 
bank’s offer of help with the 
country’s high debt costs, 
reassuring Madrid that the 
conditions for getting the 
assistance “don't need to 
be punitive." 

The ECB chief said at a 
news conference in Brdo 
Pri Kranju, Slovenia, Thurs¬ 
day that Spain had made 
“significant progress” to¬ 
ward getting its finances 
under control, adding that 
a number of measures had 
been “announced, legis¬ 
lated, and implemented" 
in only a short period of 
time. 

Draghi however, said it 
was up to Spain to decide 
whether to seek help. 

Also Thursday, the ECB also 
left its key interest rate for 
the 17 countries that use 
the euro unchanged at a 
record low 0.75 percent. 
That underscored the 
bank's message that it had 
already taken steps to res¬ 
cue the euro from collapse 

— and that now it’s up to 


governments to act. 

At its last policy meeting 
on September 6, the ECB 
said it would buy unlimited 
amounts of government 
bonds to help lower bor¬ 


rowing costs for countries 
such as Spain or Italy, which 
are struggling to manage 
their debts. To get help from 
the ECB, a country must first 
ask for assistance from the 
rest of the eurozone by ap¬ 
proaching the bloc's emer¬ 


gency fund, the European 
Stability Mechanism, and 
agree to tight spending 
and reform measures. 
Spain’s Prime Minister Mari¬ 
ano Rajoy is holding off ask¬ 


ing for help out of concern 
that Spain may be slapped 
with harsh austerity condi¬ 
tions from the eurozone. 
Spain is at the center of the 
eurozone crisis — its €1.4 tril¬ 
lion ($1.8 trillion) economy 
is the fourth-largest among 


the 17 countries that use 
the euro. Markets have 
calmed after the ECB of¬ 
fer of bond purchases. But 
Spain’s delay has started 
to unnerve markets again, 
and the country's borrow¬ 
ing costs have crept back 
up. 

Draghi told the news con¬ 
ference that the conditions 
a country would have to 
agree on “don't need to 
be punitive,” and could 
include measures to ease 
rules and regulations to 
boost growth in the econo¬ 
my over and above painful 
cuts in spending. 

In the past week, Spain has 
announced an austerity 
budget for 2013 that would 
cut overall spending by €40 
billion. It has already intro¬ 
duced several packages 
of tax hikes, civil servant 
wage cuts and freezes in 
a bid to get out of the cri¬ 
sis. Analysts say the Span¬ 
ish government hopes the 
budget would be enough 
to stop the eurozone from 
imposing further spending 
and deficit controls if and 
when Spain asks for help 
with its bonds. □ 


UK journalist 
fired in hacking 
scandal settles 

LONDON (AP) — A Brit¬ 
ish journalist fired in the 
wake of the phone hack¬ 
ing scandal at Rupert Mur¬ 
doch’s News International 
has settled with the news¬ 
paper company on undis¬ 
closed terms. 

Matt Nixson sued his former 
employer after he was dis¬ 
missed from Murdoch's The 
Sun newspaper in July 2011. 
At the time. News Inter¬ 
national was reeling from 
revelations that its journal¬ 
ists systematically eaves¬ 
dropped on private voice- 
mail messages in order to 
score scoops, a practice 
whose exposure shook the 
British establishment and 
has led to dozens of arrests 
and prosecutions. 

Nixson was never caught 
up in the police investiga¬ 
tion, and the 38-year-old’s 
dismissal angered many in 
the media, particularly af¬ 
ter Murdoch promised to 
keep arrested Sun journal¬ 
ists on the paper’s payroll 
and foot their legal fees. 
News International con¬ 
firmed the settlement but 
did not elaborate. □ 



Slovenia’s prime minister Janez Jansa, left, shakes hands with 
the European Central Bank (ECB) head Mario Draghi, in Brdo, 
Slovenia, Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012. Draghi says that growth in the 
crisis-hit group of 17 countries that use the euro will remain weak 
for the near future. Draghi made the remark at his news confer¬ 
ence Thursday after the ECB left its benchmark interest rate at a 
record low of 0.75 percent. Mario Draghi is in Slovenia to attend 
the ECB’s Governing Council meeting. 

(AP Photo) 
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Retired Lt. Gen. Kuldeep Singh Brar, center, is escorted by secu¬ 
rity personnel upon arriving from London at the Mumbai interna¬ 
tional airport in Mumbai, India. The retired Indian army general 
who helped lead a deadly 1984 raid on Sikhism’s holiest shrine in 
India was stabbed and wounded Sunday in London, in what he 
claims was an assassination attempt. 

(AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool) 


UK arrests 3 in London for 
stabbing of Indian general 


Ivory Coast: 

Detainees charge torture by military 


ROBBIE COREY-BOULET 
Associated Press 
SAN PEDRO, Ivory Coast 
(AP) — The soldiers lined 
up the detainees in a row 
on the grass in the middle 
of the night and beat them 
with sticks. 

Other times, soldiers struck 
the prisoners with belts and 
rifles so hard the welts last¬ 
ed for weeks. 

Cedric Bao, a 33-year- 
old who was held for two 
weeks in August on suspi¬ 
cion of hiding weapons, 
said soldiers also attached 
wires to detainees and ad¬ 
ministered electrical shocks 
as they writhed on the 
ground. 

“When that happened, 
the wires would produce a 
lot of noise, and the lights 
would flicker, and it would 
smell like burning. We could 
hear the people shouting," 
Bao said. “I was always 
praying to God not to be 
brought downstairs." 

Ivory Coast’s military has 
launched a widespread 
campaign of arrests and 
detentions, charge former 
detainees and human 
rights groups. Scores of 
Ivorians like Bao are being 
rounded up on allegations 
of involvement in recent 


attacks on the military or of 
otherwise attempting to un¬ 
dermine state security. 
Since early August, Ivory 
Coast’s military has been 
targeted in nine attacks 
by shadowy gunmen that 
have sparked fears of re¬ 
newed violence in this West 
African nation, the world’s 
largest cocoa producer. 
President Alassane Ouat- 
tara’s government has 
blamed the attacks on 
allies of former President 


Laurent Gbagbo, whose 
refusal to concede defeat 
in the November 2010 elec¬ 
tion sparked six months of 
violence that claimed at 
least 3,000 lives. 

The country’s U.N. mission 
said in mid-August that 100 
arrests of those suspected 
of the attacks had been 
documented. A U.N. offi¬ 
cial, who is not authorized 
to speak for the mission, said 
this week that that number 
had more than doubled. □ 



Ivory Coast troops patrol around the Cocody area in the city of 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast. Witnesses interviewed by the AP between 
Sept. 26 and Sept. 28, 2012 charge that Ivory Coast's military is 
torturing scores of people accused of taking part in recent at¬ 
tacks. The roundup of detainees is in response to a series of 
attacks on Ivory Coast’s military that have sparked fears of re¬ 
newed violence in the West African country. 

(AP Photo/Emanuel Ekra) 


LONDON (AP) — British police have arrested three people 
in an investigation into the attempted murder of an Indian 
army general stabbed last week near London’s busy Ox¬ 
ford Street. 

Lt. Gen. Kuldeep Singh Brar, who helped lead a deadly 
1984 raid in India on Sikhism's holiest shrine, was set upon 
by four men and slashed in the neck as he walked with his 
wife shopping on Sept. 30. Brar, 78, was treated in a Lon¬ 
don hospital and released. 

He told Indian media the attack was an assassination at¬ 
tempt, linking it to his role in the Indian forces’ storming of 
the Golden Temple in Amritsar to flush ouf Sikh milifants. 
More than 1,000 people were killed in that operation. 
Scotland Yard said Thursday it had arrested a 33-year-old 
man and a 40-year-old woman on suspicion of conspiracy 
to murder. It said another man in his 30s also was arrested. 
The force said all three suspects were being questioned at 
a London police station.Q 


Landslide hits China school; 16 dead 


BEIJING (AP) — A landslide toppled an el¬ 
ementary school building in a mountain¬ 
ous area of southwestern China on Thurs¬ 
day, killing at least 16 students and leaving 
three other people missing, a state news 
agency said. 

Eighteen students were buried at the Tian- 
tou Primary School and a 19th victim was 
buried in a house, the official Xinhua News 
Agency reported, cifing local officials. An¬ 
other person was seriously injured in the 
landslide, which occurred in an area rav¬ 
aged by a deadly earthquake last month, 
it said. 

About 2,000 local people, medics, police 
and military personnel were trying to res¬ 


cue the victims, the Yiliang county govern¬ 
ment said on its website. Sixteen of the stu¬ 
dents were confirmed dead, Xinhua said. 
The landslide hit the school and two farm¬ 
houses in Zhenhe village around 8 a.m., the 
county government said. More than 800 
people living near a river blocked by the 
landslide were evacuated. 

Rescuers rushed from the Yiliang county 
seat to Zhenhe three hours away to dig out 
the students, said Peng Hong, an official 
with the county foreign affairs office. 

Peng said the cause of the landslide was 
not yet known, but Yiliang was struck by an 
earthquake last month that killed 81 peo¬ 
ple and devastated several villages. □ 
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Thai 

RESTAURANT 


Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 

Phone 586-8071 «info@sawasdee-aruba.com 



Delicious Rice Table for two 


Everything made fresh to order! 


• Steak - 

• Seafood 

• Curries 

• Vegetarian 


Open Monday ■ Saturday from 5pm ■ 10;30pm » Sunday CLOSED! 


Sunday’s election puts ‘Chavismo’ to critical test 


Continued from front 


His loyalists have been filling 
streets all over the country 
wearing red T-shirts with the 
slogan “Chavez isn’t go¬ 
ing away!” They cruise in 
caravans of motorcycles 
with posters of a smiling 
Chavez plastered to the 
handlebars. At campaign 
rallies, admirers hand him 
letters and women scream: 
“Chavez, I love you!” 

For many in the crowds, 
“El Comandante” is the 
country's first president to 
genuinely care about the 
poor. They’re thankful to 
the former paratrooper for 
building public housing, 
expanding free universities 
and setting up affordable 
state-run grocery stores. 
Kengly Sanabria, a preg¬ 
nant 21-year-old student, 
cheered at one rally in 
the town of Guarenas and 
showed off a message writ¬ 
ten on her bulging belly: 
“With Chavez, I'll be se¬ 
cure." 

“I support Chavez to en¬ 
sure my son’s future," said 
Sanabria, who studies for 
free at a public university 
and says her family never 
could have afforded tu¬ 
ition otherwise. She shops 
at a government food 
store, gets checkups at a 
subsidized clinic and is ap¬ 
plying for public housing. 
She wore earrings embla¬ 
zoned with images of the 
president, younger and 
with a confident gaze. 

“I think people are going 
to support him because 
of the many benefits. The 
other candidate hasn’t of¬ 
fered anything concrete,” 
she said. “With Chavez, we 
have a secure future.” 
Some recent polls show 
Chavez with a lead of 
abouf 10 percentage 
points over Capriles, while 
others put the two candi¬ 
dates roughly even. 


Violent crime, 18-percent 
inflation and accusations 
of government corruption 
and ineffectiveness have 
taken a political toll on 
Chavez, and the election 
will reveal how many re¬ 
main loyal despite it all — 
and whether he still has his 
popular touch. 

Chavez’s Touch 
In the art of campaign¬ 
ing, Chavez is an expert. 
He hugs children joyfully, 


shouts to supporters and 
points a finger toward in¬ 
dividuals in the crowd. 
Sometimes, he remembers 
faces and calls out names. 
He exclaims, “Hola com- 
padre!" and “God bless 
you!" with an energy and 
folksy touch that's infec¬ 
tious. 

Even after battling cancer 
for more than a year, the 
58-year-old looked lively 
and strong in the final week 
of the campaign, sweating 
in the intense heat during 
stops in the cattle-ranching 
plains where he was born. 
“How are you all?” Chavez 


told a crowd as he strode 
through his native town of 
Sabaneta. “It rained a bit 
this morning, didn’t it? But 
it’s a beautiful day. Look at 
how the breeze blows in this 
savanna.” 

That theatrical flair is part 
of the Chavez allure. Al¬ 
though his public singing, 
dancing on stage and ram¬ 
bling speeches may seem 
over-the-top to outsiders, 
his supporters see it as evi¬ 


dence of his down-to-earth 
genuineness. It’s something 
Venezuelans have never 
seen before from a presi¬ 
dent, and it fits his image as 
a break in a long line of cor¬ 
rupt politicians culled from 
the traditional ruling class. 
“The president has awak¬ 
ened people," said Maria 
Virguez, a 60-year-old who 
stood in line on a recent 
afternoon to pick up a 
free copy of a Chavez bi¬ 
ography distributed by the 
government. “If we lose 
Chavez, the country goes 
backward.” 

His supporters and govern¬ 


ment employees filled the 
streets of downtown Ca¬ 
racas by the hundreds of 
thousands on Thursday for 
his final rally, blowing horns 
and waving flags while his 
campaign jingle blared 
from speakers: “Chavez 
heart of the people!” 

His backers danced in the 
street, soaked by a heavy 
downpour. Chavez enter¬ 
tained them on stage play¬ 
ing air guitar. He called for 


an “avalanche of votes,” 
and when he finished, fire¬ 
works thundered in the city. 
At each stop, Chavez has 
trumpeted his “socialism 
for the 21st century” and 
emphasized that only his 
movement can guarantee 
stability and benefits for the 
poor and working class. 
After all, government fig¬ 
ures show that poverty has 
fallen from 50 percent in 
1999 to 32 percent last year 
as hundreds of billions of 
dollars in oil earnings have 
flowed into the economy 
and government aid pro¬ 
grams. 


The government says more 
than $300 billion has been 
spent during Chavez’s ten¬ 
ure on “social develop¬ 
ment,” including health 
care and education. Cu¬ 
ban doctors provide free 
treatment at neighbor¬ 
hood clinics, and univer¬ 
sity enrollment swelled from 
894,000 students in 2000 to 
2.3 million in 2010. 

Turning to Capriles, Chavez 
says Venezuelans can’t risk 
letting his challenger win 
because he’ll take away 
the programs millions de¬ 
pend on — something the 
opposition leader denies. 
Then Chavez reaches for 
the grand finale. Only he 
can protect the gains, he 
says, because he is Ven¬ 
ezuela itself and ifs people. 
Judging by fhe reaction 
from Chavistas, that mes¬ 
sage has won him lasting 
loyalty. 

“Since I haven't failed you 
in these 14 years, I prom¬ 
ise I won’t fail you in the 
next presidential term ei¬ 
ther," Chavez bellowed 
at one rally. “Because 
Chavez doesn’t lie, be¬ 
cause Chavez doesn’t sell 
out, because Chavez is the 
people, because Chavez 
is truth, because all of you 
are Chavez. We all are.” 
‘Chavismo’ Vulnerable 
Yef this year, the Chavez 
show is showing cracks. 

The president's popular¬ 
ity has slipped since 2006, 
when he last won re-elec¬ 
tion with 63 percent of the 
vote. Chavez's support has 
remained strongest in mid¬ 
sized towns and rural areas, 
while voters in cities have 
increasingly turned against 
him. 

Capriles, a 40-year-old for¬ 
mer stafe governor, has 
made inroads by pledging 
solutions to everyday prob¬ 
lems such as crime, black¬ 
outs, corruption and poorly 
run public services.Q 



Under pouring rain, Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez smiles from the top of a stage during his 
closing campaign rally in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012. Chavez is running for re- 
election against opposition candidate Henrique Capriles in presidential elections on Oct. 7. 

(AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) 























Trop Club & Casino announces official winners 

of Battle of the Food Trucks 



Eagle Beach -- The first an¬ 
nual Battle of the Food 
Trucks unfolded last week¬ 
end on the parking lot of 
the Tropicana Aruba Re¬ 
sort & Casino. The two day 


event attracted a great 
multitude of people who 
ate, drank and swayed to 
the music, under a lovely 
canopy of stars. 

Nine different food trucks 



participated in the event 
showcasing the diversity 
of the culinary offerings of 
Aruba's street food. 

Wilfred Trimon Casino Man¬ 
ager at the Trop Casino 
reports the event will defi¬ 
nitely be coming back next 
year, also co-sponsored by 
imported Presidente Beer, 
from the Dominican Re¬ 
public, which already ex¬ 
pressed interest in the con¬ 
tinued partnership for 2013. 
The nine food trucks partici¬ 
pating in the competition 
included Chachi Snack, 
Mama’s Truck from Eagle 
Beach, Piets truck which 
is usually parked at the 
Bubali intersection next to 
the sports complex, Ricu- 
ras, headquartered on the 
road to Paradera, Chalo’s 
Burger, the Hollywood 
Smokehouse, next to the 
Old Dutch Bar, Tia Rosa, 
from Pos Chikito, Gio's 
burger & Caribbean Sabor. 
Tia Rosa's loaded patacon 
received top honor, and 
family members shared the 
joy with Tia Rosa and the 
news that her snack truck 
will be completely over¬ 
hauled and refurbished by 



the Trop Casino as the first 
prize. 

Patacon, a sandwich 
made with slices of twice 
fried green plantain instead 
of bread, ham, cheese, 
lettuce, tomato, onions 
and a variety of sauces, is 
a regional delicacy, and 
was made famous here 
by Tia Rosa. The Holly¬ 
wood Smokehouse and 
Chalo Burger shared the 
second place, the smoke¬ 
house with a platter of four 


of delectable slides, small 
sandwiches filled with beef 
brisket, pulled pork, grilled 
grouper and sausage, ac¬ 
companied by zingy sauc¬ 
es, and Chalo with a giant 
tasty burger, with all the 
trimmings. Chachi Snack, in 
the third place was praised 
for his chicken cut-small 
laced with peanut sauce! 
Pictured here the win¬ 
ners, announced at 
2:30am when the evening 
concludedQ 
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Heineken’s Green Village 2012: It’s all about You! 

Aruba, your Green Village 
2012 exceeded all expec¬ 
tations! A massive atten¬ 
dance of nine thousand 
party people enjoying the 
biggest music festival on 
the island. 

An unforgettable night 
with musical entertainment 
that lifted everybody in the 
crowd and took San Nico¬ 
las for a ride we will never 
forget... 

J Balvin danced the night 
away with his hits, and 
Gyptian swept the lovely 
crowd off their feet. 

Mitchell Niemeyer lighted 
up the electronic stage 
& Da Riddlaz showed the 
crowd what it means to be 
urban. 

A big shout out to all our 
local prides who set the 
party mood from early on 




and raised everybody’s ex¬ 
citement. 

The Flipbook corner, graf¬ 
fiti station, body art & our 
pretty promo girls kept you 
entertained all night long. 
And last but certainly not 
least, YOU, the best crowd 


ever! Thank you for making 
Green Village 2012 an un¬ 
forgettable experience! 

Be pending for the after 
movie, and we will see you 
next year for the next BIG 
surprise... 

Your Village, Your 
HeinekenO 
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Normand and Patricia Masse recognized at 

Caribbean Palm Village 




Noord - Aruba’s liveliest 
Manager’s Cocktail Party 
unfolds at Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort as the activi¬ 
ties staff Mislady and Far¬ 
ley organize fun events for 
guests, including music and 
dancing, as well as zany 
and creative competitions, 
designed to entertain over 
cocktails every Tuesday af¬ 
ternoon. 

The resort also hands out 
recognitions to long-term 
repeat guests at that party, 
expressing its gratitude to 
those who have been stay¬ 
ing there since the very be¬ 
ginning, twenty five years 


ago. 

Appreciated this week, Nor¬ 
mand and Patricia Masse, 
friends and fans of Aruba 
who have visited the island 
often over the past quarter 
of a century, currently stay¬ 
ing for at the resort for a 
week of fun in the sun. 

They posed for a commem¬ 
orative picture with interim 
General Manager Astrid 
Muller and Treasurer of the 
Board Randy Croes, and 
visiting board members. 


The Caribbean Palm Vil¬ 
lage Resort is celebrating its 
anniversary all year long. As 
a timeshare property, Ca¬ 
ribbean Palm Village Re¬ 
sort enjoys the loyalty many 
repeat-guests who bought 
timeshare units when the 
place was still under con¬ 
struction, making the leap 
of faith and becoming 
owners, required vision 
and courage which paid 
off handsomely over the 
years.□ 
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GRAND VICT0RU""»™u„» t 


SPECIALIZE tN CHINESE AND INTERNATIONAL CUlSiN£ 



Located at the Palm Beach #184 near the traffic lights opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
the best prices on all of our cuisines. Call: 566-4481 



Has everything lliait you need tar a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety or liquors 
and wine, beach items and much more- 


# UNIGASA 

mticasa 

I’Aim Bench * Tel: ( 2 *r 7 j 5 Hh-WF.ni 

Open hoi«- Mcwtay - Sahimtoy ®am - 12rm*ntg(h| 

SattmJwy StUn * 10pm 


Loyal Aruba visitors honored by ATA at the 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 



Recently the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure of honoring two 
very nice couples, whom 


are loyal and friendly visi¬ 
tors of Aruba, at the Playa 
Linda Beach Resort, as Am¬ 
bassadors of Goodwill. 


The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation 




The Blue 

lobster 

INTERNATIONAL CUISINE l LOBSTER HOUSE 

Phone: 297 586-38-43 
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to guests who visit Aruba 
for 20-or-more consecutive 
years. 

The honorees were Oscar 
and Yajaira Romero, from 
Caracas, Venezuela, and 
Louis and Beverly Leone, 
from Cape Coral, Florida. 
Both couples are loyal 
members of the Playa Linda 
Beach Resort, and they love 
the Island very much, be¬ 
cause of the friendly peo¬ 


ple, the climate, beaches, 
restaurants, the diversity of 
the island, because Aruba 
feels like a second home 
and the people are like a 
family to them. 

The certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Ernest Giel, rep¬ 
resenting the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority, together with 
Yvette Tromp, represent¬ 
ing the Playa Linda Beach 
Resort.Q 
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Schumacher 
confirms FI 
retirement 



Mercedes driver Michael 
Schumacher announces his 
retirement from Formula One 
at the end of the 2012 season 
during a press conference at 
the Suzuka Circuit venue for 
the Japanese Formula One 
Grand Prix in Suzuka, Japan, 
Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012. 

Associated Press 

JIM ARMSTRONG 
AP Sports Writer 
SUZUKA, Japan (AP) — Mi¬ 
chael Schumacher is re¬ 
tiring from Formula One 
racing again — and this 
time, he says, “it might be 
forever.”Unable to dupli¬ 
cate the success of his 
prime, the seven-time FI 
champion announced 
Thursday he will retire at the 
end of the season, bring¬ 
ing an end to the most 
decorated career the 
sport has seen. Mercedes 
announced last week that 
Schumacher would be re¬ 
placed by Lewis Hamilton 
next season, and while 
there was speculation the 
43-year-old German could 
move to Sauber, he con¬ 
firmed that he would end 
his racing career. “Basi¬ 
cally, I've decided to retire 
at the end of the year,” 
Schumacher said at the 
Japanese Grand Prix. “Al¬ 
though I was able and ca¬ 
pable of competing with 
the best drivers that are 
around, at some point it’s 
time to say goodbye and 
this time it might be forev¬ 
er.” 

Continued on Page 20 
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Asian Bistro 


Located at South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 [ Fax: 586 8883 
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NHL lockout forces canceled games through Oct. 24 


IRA PODELL 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — What 
seemed inevitable for the 
NHL has now become 
reality. The league can¬ 
celed the first two weeks 
of the regular season on 
Thursday, the second time 
games have been lost be¬ 
cause of a lockout in seven 
years. 

The initial announcement 
was made in a two-para- 
graph statement from the 
league. It isn’t clear if those 
games will be made up, 
allowing for a complete 
82-game regular season, if 
a deal can be struck soon 
with the locked-out play¬ 
ers. 



In this May 15, 2012, file photo, ice covered hockey pucks are 
shown at the New Jersey Devils practice rink in Newark, N.J. The 
NHL said Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012, that it has canceled the hockey 
season through Oct. 24, a total of 82 games, because of the 
ongoing lockout. The NHL and the players' union are unable 
to decide how to divide $3 billion in hockey-related revenues. 
There have been negotiations in recent days, but the sides have 
not gotten any closer to an agreement on core economic issues. 
Associated Press 


MLS Roundup 

Chicago playoff hopes hit, Vancouver’s boosted 



Vancouver Whitecaps' Gershon Koffie, third from center right, of 
Ghana, scores a goal against a diving Chivas USA goalkeeper 
Dan Kennedy, lower right, during the first half of an MLS soccer 
game in Vancouver, British Columbia, Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2012. 
Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
BRIDGEVIEW, Illinois (AP) 
— Chicago Fire’s playoff 
hopes took a surprise hit 
while those of the Vancou¬ 
ver Whitecaps were boost¬ 
ed in Wednesday’s action 
in Major League Soccer. 

Chicago was beaten 3-1 
at home by Philadelphia 
Union, leaving the Fire clos¬ 
er to dropping out of the 
playoff picture than chas¬ 
ing down Eastern Confer¬ 
ence leader Sporting Kan¬ 
sas City. 

Chicago is equal second 
in the East, five points be¬ 
hind Sporting, but is also 
only five points off sixth 
place — the highest non¬ 
playoff position — with 
three regular-season 


games to go. 

Jack Mclnerney, Gabriel 
Gomez and Antoine Hop- 
penot scored for Philadel¬ 
phia, which won despite 


coach Frank Klopas serving 
a one-game suspension. 
Dominic Oduro scored for 
Chicago, which has lost 
back-to-back gamesO 


Unable to work out how to 
split up $3 billion in hockey- 
related revenues with the 
players' association, the 
NHL wiped out 82 games 
from Oct. 11 through Oct. 
24 — beginning with four 
next Thursday, which would 
have been the league's 
opening night. 

“We were extremely disap¬ 
pointed to have to make 
today’s announcement," 
NHL Deputy Commissioner 
Bill Daly said in a statement. 
“The game deserves bet¬ 
ter, the fans deserve better, 
and the people who derive 
income from their connec¬ 
tion to the NHL deserve bet¬ 
ter. “We remain committed 
to doing everything in our 
power to forge an agree¬ 
ment that is fair to the play¬ 
ers, fair to the teams, and 
good for our fans. This is not 
about ‘winning’ or ‘losing’ 
a negotiation. This is about 
finding a solution that pre¬ 
serves the long-term health 
and stability of the league 
and the game. We are 
committed to getting this 
done." The union coun¬ 
tered Thursday by saying 
the NHL forced the lockout 
onto the players instead of 
letting the season go on as 
planned. 

“The decision to cancel 
the first two weeks of the 
NHL season is the unilateral 
choice of the NHL owners,” 
NHLPA Executive Director 
Donald Fehr said in a state¬ 
ment. “If the owners truly 
cared about the game and 
the fans, they would lift the 
lockout and allow the sea¬ 
son to begin on time while 
negotiations continue. 


“A lockout should be the 
last resort in bargaining, 
not the strategy of first re¬ 
sort,” he added. “For nearly 
20 years, the owners have 
elected to lock out the 
players in an effort to se¬ 
cure massive concessions. 
Nevertheless, the players 
remain committed to play¬ 
ing hockey while the parties 
work to reach a deal that is 
fair for both sides. We hope 
we will soon have a willing 
negotiating partner.” 
Although there have been 
negotiations between the 
league and players in re¬ 
cent days — unlike a three- 
month break at the start 
of the 2004-05 lockout that 
forced the cancellation 
of the entire season — the 
two sides haven't got any 
closer to a deal on core 
economic issues. 

In the previous lockout, the 
NHL and the union didn’t 
get together between ear¬ 
ly September and early De¬ 
cember. 

Back then, the key words in 
the negotiations were sal¬ 
ary cap, linkage and cost 
certainty. Commissioner 
Gary Bettman and the 
owners were committed to 
getting a deal that linked 
team costs to revenues, so 
each club would know ex¬ 
actly how much it had to 
spend on payroll and what 
number it couldn’t exceed. 
Thus a salary cap was born 
for the first time in NHL his¬ 
tory. The league produced 
record revenue during the 
seven years of that deal, 
which turned out much 
better for the players than 
expected.□ 
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Tigers’ Cabrera wins 1st Triple Crown in 45 years 



Detroit Tigers' Miguel Cabrera (24) flies out to centerfield during the first inning of a baseball game 
against the Kansas City Royals at Kauffman Stadium in Kansas City, Mo., Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2012. 

Associated Press 


DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Sports Writer 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri 
(AP) — Detroit Tigers slug¬ 
ger Miguel Cabrera has 
become the 15th player — 
and the first in 45 years — to 
win baseball’s Triple Crown, 
joining an elite list that in¬ 
cludes Mickey Mantle, Ted 
Williams and Lou Gehrig. 
The Venezuelan’s mile¬ 
stone became official on 
Wednesday, the final day 
of the regular season, when 
Curtis Granderson — the 
only man who could chal¬ 
lenge Cabrera's homer tal¬ 
ly — was removed from the 
New York Yankees’ game 
against the Boston Red Sox. 
By that time, Cabrera — 
who also was removed 
early from Detroit's game 
— was inside the visitors’ 
clubhouse at Kansas City's 
Kauffman Stadium, with 
only a select few sharing 
with him the moment he 
clinched one of baseball's 
most storied feats. 
“Everybody said to me it 
was unbelievable,” Cabre¬ 
ra said. “They were excited 
to see this, enjoy this, be a 
part of something big.” 

“It’s an unbelievable feel¬ 
ing,” he said. “I can’t de¬ 
scribe the feeling right 
now." 

The Triple Crown is a rare 
feat of a batter leading his 
league in batting average, 
homers and runs batted in 
(RBIs). Cabrera topped the 
American League with a 
.330 batting average, 44 
home runs and 139 RBIs, 
becoming the first Triple 
Crown winner in the major 
leagues since Boston's Carl 
Yastrzemski in 1967. 
Cabrera went 0 for 2 
against the Kansas City 
Royals on Wednesday be¬ 
fore leaving in the fourth in¬ 
ning to a standing ovation. 


He finished the regular sea¬ 
son with a four-points-bet- 
ter average than the Los 
Angeles Angels' Mike Trout, 
his biggest competition for 
MVP. Cabrera was the run¬ 
away leader with 139 RBIs. 
“It was hard the last two 
days because everybody 
talked about it. I just had to 
focus, I had to go out there 
and do the job,” Cabrera 
said. “The hardest part was 
to go out there and focus 
and win games. I said, ‘If 
we win the division, ev¬ 
erything would take care 
of itself.’” Yastrzemski also 
stressed the importance of 
team success in a state¬ 
ment he issued Wednes¬ 
day, after finally handing 
over the title of ‘last man to 
win the Triple Crown’. 

“I am glad that he accom¬ 
plished this while leading 
his team to the American 
League Central title,” Yastr¬ 
zemski said in a statement. 
“I was fortunate enough to 
win this award in 1967 as 
part of the Red Sox's ‘Im¬ 
possible Dream Team.’” 
Commissioner Bud Selig 
said also offered his con¬ 
gratulations, calling the 
Triple Crown “a remarkable 
achievement that places 
him amongst an elite few in 
all of baseball history." 
When the milestone be¬ 
came official, it was dis¬ 
played on the center field 
scoreboard at the Detroit- 
Kansas City game to an¬ 
other standing ovation. 

“I would say without ques¬ 
tion he’s enjoyed it. How 
could you not enjoy what 
he’s done if you’re a base¬ 
ball player?" Tigers manag¬ 
er Jim Leyland said before 
the game. 

“I would also add to that 
I doubt very much, know¬ 
ing him, that he necessarily 
enjoys all the extra atten¬ 


tion, and all the extra con¬ 
versations he has to have, 
it's kind of out of his realm 
in personality, to be honest 
with you.” 

Cabrera’s pursuit of history 
has largely been overshad¬ 
owed by thrilling pennant 
races, and in part by his 
own personality. 

“He's not a talkative guy," 
said Tigers catcher Alex 
Avila. “One, he doesn't 
speak English that well, but 
two, he lets his ability carry 
through.” 

It takes a special breed to 
hit for average, power and 
in clutch situations, which 
is why there have only 
been 14 players to achieve 
baseball's version of the 
Triple Crown, an honor roll 
that includes iconic play¬ 
ers such as Mantle, Williams 
and Gehrig. 

Barry Bonds and Alex Rodri¬ 
guez never accomplished 
it, failing to win the batting 
average title, and count¬ 
less other Hall of Fame 
players have fallen short of 
one of sport's rarest feats. 
Cabrera's recent career 


has been clouded by an 
incident last year when he 
was involved in an ugly 
drunken driving incident. 
According to authorities in 


JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — The Bos¬ 
ton Red Sox fired manager 
Bobby Valentine on Thurs¬ 
day after just one season, 
having failed to bring order 
to a team that disintegrat¬ 
ed during the 2011 pen¬ 
nant race. 

The brash and supremely 
confident manager was 
dismissed the day after the 
finale of a season beset 
with internal sniping and far 
too many losses. Valentine 
went 69-93 in his only year 
in Boston, the club’s worst 
season in almost 50 years. 

“I understand this deci¬ 
sion," Valentine said. “This 
year in Boston has been 
an incredible experience 
for me, but I am as disap- 


St. Lucie County, Florida, 
Cabrera refused to coop¬ 
erate, directed an obscene 
gesture at police and even 
dared them to shoot him. □ 


pointed in the results as are 
ownership and the great 
fans of Red Sox Nation. ... 
I’m sure next year will be a 
turnaround year.” 

Having won the NL pen¬ 
nant with the New York 
Mets and won it all in 
Japan, Valentine was 
brought in after two-time 
World Series champion 
Terry Francona lost control 
of the players during an 
unprecedented Septem¬ 
ber collapse. But the play¬ 
ers who took advantage of 
Francona’s hands-off ap¬ 
proach bristled under Val¬ 
entine’s abrasive style. 
More importantly, they 
didn't win for him, either. 
Linder Valentine, the Red 
Sox started 4-10 and didn’t 
break .□ 


Red Sox act swiftly, fire 
Valentine after 1 season 


































Friday, October 5, 2012 


DISPORTS 



Azarenka, Sharapova advance to quarters 



Belarus’s Victoria Azarenka prepares to serve against Elena Vesnina of Russia during their wom¬ 
en’s singles tennis match of the China Open tennis tournament in Beijing Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012. 
Azarenka defeated Vesnina 6-3, 6-3. 

Associated Press 


Lorena Ochoa 
returns to action 
with 1-under 69 

SAINT-JEAN-DE-LUZ, France 
(AP) — Retired champi¬ 
on Lorena Ochoa shot a 
1-under round of 69 at the 
Lacoste Ladies Open on 
Thursday. Ochoa is play¬ 
ing at the request of the 
sponsor. She was ranked 
No. 1 for three years and 
won two majors among 
27 victories before retiring 
from full-time golf in April 
2010 to focus on her fam¬ 
ily and charities. After her 
first round on the Ladies Eu¬ 
ropean Tour in more than 
two years, the 30-year-old 
Ochoa was fairly pleased. 

“I think for sure, I made 
a couple of mistakes out 
there that made me mad, 
but I think it was a good 
day. I was trying to go 
around (in) par,” Ochoa 
said. “I am relieved to get 
the first round out. Finishing 
under par is always good 
so I’m happy with that last 
birdie. You know, it made 
my afternoon better and 
I’m going to get ready for 
(Friday).” 

Ochoa’s last title came at 
the Navistar LPGA Classic 
exactly three years ago. 

“I need to understand 
that my life is different 
now. I don't practice as 
much and sometimes you 
have to just bear with the 
few mistakes," she said. “I 
three-putted a couple of 
times and it made me re¬ 
ally mad. □ 


BEIJING (AP) — Top-ranked 
Victoria Azarenka and No. 
2 Maria Sharapova both 
reached the China Open 
quarterfinals Thursday with 
straight-set wins. 

Azarenka easily beat Elena 
Vesnina of Russia 6-3, 6-3, 
while Sharapova defeated 
Slovenian qualifier Polona 
Hercog 6-0, 6-2. 

Azarenka will next face 
Romina Oprandi of Switzer¬ 
land, while Sharapova will 
play Angelique Kerber of 
Germany. 

“I played really well in the 
beginning and got a little 
tense in the second set,” 
Sharapova said. 

“But I felt like I really need¬ 
ed that challenge.” 
Sharapova won her first 
Grand Slam title in four 
years at the French Open. 
Azarenka is hoping to re¬ 
bound from last week in 
Tokyo when she withdrew 
from the tournament after 
a bout of dizziness in the 
third round. 

Azarenka has won four 
times this year, including 
the Australian Open. 

Kerber beat former No. 1 
Caroline Wozniacki of Den¬ 
mark 6-1,2-6, 6-4. 

Li Na beat Shuai Peng 4-6, 
6-2, 7-6 (3) in an all-Chinese 
clash, but Li's chances of 
becoming the first Chinese 
finalist in Beijing became 
harder as third-ranked Ag¬ 
nieszka Radwanska was 
next. 

In men’s singles, Mikhail 


Youzhny of Russia defeated 
Kevin Anderson of South 
Africa 6-3, 6-3 to make the 
Beijing quarterfinals for a 
fourth time. 

Local wild card Zhang Ze 


upset fifth-seeded Richard 
Gasquet of France 6-4, 3-6, 
6-4. Zhang, 

China’s highest ranked 
player at 165th, has 
reached his first career 


quarterfinals. Gasquet won 
the Bangkok title last week. 
Also winners were Feliciano 
Lopez of Spain and Sam 
Querrey of the U.S., who will 
meet on FridayO 



Schumacher 


Continued from Page 17 

Schumacher holds the re¬ 
cord for championships 
and grand prix wins, with 
91. He began his career 
in 1991 and won two titles 
with Benetton, then five for 
Ferrari. He initially retired in 
2006, but came back to 
drive for Mercedes in 2010. 
The comeback has not 
lived up to expectations, 
with just one podium finish. 
“It’s without doubt that we 
did not achieve our goals 
to develop a world cham¬ 
pionship fighting car,” 
Schumacher said. “But it 
is also very clear I can be 
happy with my overall 
achievements." 

Mercedes team boss Ross 
Brawn paid tribute to 


Schumacher. Brawn was 
also chief strategist at Fer¬ 
rari when Schumacher and 
the Italian team became 
so dominant that the sport’s 
authorities made several 
rule changes to spice up 
the level of competition. 
“He’s the most courageous 
racing driver of the cen¬ 
tury,” Brawn said. “And I 
feel very privileged to have 
worked with Michael from 
the beginning.” 
Schumacher said he hasn’t 
decided what he will do 
after the season, saying he 
just wants to focus on the 
final six races. He has strug¬ 
gled this season, and was 
issued a 10-place grid pen¬ 
alty at Suzuka for causing a 
spectacular crash with Toro 
Rosso's Jean-Eric Vergne 
during the Singapore GP. 
“There is no point in the 


need to make any deci¬ 
sions right now,” Schum¬ 
acher said. “I have options 
obviously but whatever 
it will be will be made in 
time." 

Schumacher acknowl¬ 
edged he considered re¬ 
tiring even before the an¬ 


nouncement of Hamilton’s 
move to Mercedes. 

“During the past month 
I was not sure if I still had 
the motivation and energy 
which is necessary to go 
on,” Schumacher said. “It 
is not my style to do some¬ 
thing which I am not 100 


percent feeling for.” 
Schumacher holds the re¬ 
cord for the most races 
won in a single season, with 
13 in 2004. In 2002, he be¬ 
came the only driver in FI 
history to finish in the top 
three in every race of a 
season, and set the record 
for most consecutive po¬ 
dium finishes. 

Even though his comeback 
didn’t work out the way he 
wanted, Schumacher said 
he learned a lot from the 
experience. 

“Over the past six years 
I have learned a lot,” 
Schumacher said. “For ex¬ 
ample, you can open your¬ 
self without losing focus, 
that losing can be both 
more difficult and instruc¬ 
tive than winning which is 
something I lost sight of in 
the early years.”□ 
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Puerto Rican boxer Orlando 

Cruz announces he’s gay 


DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Describing himself as “a 
proud gay man,” Puerto 
Rican featherweight Or¬ 
lando Cruz on Thursday 
became what is believed 
to be the first pro boxer to 
come out as openly homo¬ 
sexual while still compet¬ 
ing. Cruz told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview 
that he is relieved about his 
decision but had initial res¬ 
ervations. 

“I developed physically 
and mentally to take such 
a big step in my life and in 
my profession, which is box¬ 
ing, knowing that it would 
have pros and cons, highs 
and lows in this sport that is 
so macho,” he said. “I kept 
this hidden for many, many 
years.” 

His announcement comes 
two weeks before the 
31-year-old left-hander 
challenges Mexican boxer 
Jorge Pazos for the WBO 
Latino title. Cruz is ranked 
as the World Boxing Orga¬ 
nization’s No. 4 feather¬ 
weight fighter and is 18-2-1 
with nine knockouts. 

Cruz said he met with psy¬ 
chologists and others be¬ 
fore making the announce¬ 
ment, adding he has the 
full support of his family, 
trainer and manager. He 
praised his mother and sis¬ 
ter for their unconditional 
love and said his father has 


always backed him. 

“Like every father, he wants 
his son to be a full-blooded 
man,” Cruz said. “But he is 
aware of my preference, 
my taste.” 

Few active professional 
athletes have come out. 
There has yet to be an 
openly gay player in Major 
League Baseball, the NBA 
or NFL. Pedro Julio Serrano, 
spokesman for the U.S.- 
based National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, praised 
Cruz for his decision and 
said it breaks stereotypes 
that gay people are not in¬ 
volved in sports like boxing. 
“It also gives a lot of hope 
to young gays who can 
see in him the integrity and 
bravery to be who you are 
and face a society that is 
often intolerant, especially 
in this type of sport,” he 
said. 

Reaction to Cruz's an¬ 
nouncement was largely 
positive across social me¬ 
dia, with many praising 
him for taking what they 
called a brave step given 
the sport’s violent history. 
Among those who sent 
messages of support was 
Puerto Rican singer Ricky 
Martin, who announced 
he was gay in 2010. 

Some Twitter messages ex¬ 
pressed concern for Cruz’s 
safety and wondered 
whether other boxers will 
be reluctant to fight him. 
Dommys Delgado, presi¬ 


dent of the Boxing Com¬ 
mission of Puerto Rico, 
brushed aside those com¬ 
ments. 

“Orlando has proven to 
be an excellent boxer with 
very good chances of be¬ 
coming a world cham¬ 
pion,” she said. “We do 
know that it is a very ma¬ 
cho sport. Those who don’t 
want to fight with him, well, 
don’t fight.” 

The only other professional 
boxer who was quoted as 
saying that he had rela¬ 
tions with men and wom¬ 
en was U.S. Virgin Islander 
Emile Griffith, who told The 
New York Times in 2005 that 
he struggled with his sexu¬ 
ality. His comments came 
decades after he ended 
his 18-year career as a pro 
boxer. 

Griffith is best known for his 
1962 fight against Cuban 
Benny Paret, who taunted 
Griffith with gay slurs before 
the bout. Griffith knocked 
him out, and Paret died 10 
days later. 

Cruz said he is prepared 
for the fallout from his an¬ 
nouncement, saying many 
boxers had already sus¬ 
pected he was gay but 
gave him privacy. 

“I’ve been fighting for 
more than 24 years and as 
I continue my ascendant 
career, I want to be true to 
myself,” he said. “I have al¬ 
ways been and always will 
be a proud gay man.”Q 




Appetizer 

Stuffed Avocado 
Escargots Bourguignon 
Fruits of the Seven Sea 
Choice of Soup 

Entrees: 

Breaded Grouper 
topped with Coconut Shrimps 
served with rice and vegetables 

Land & Sea 

Chicken Breast, Steak & Shrimps 
with rice and vegetables 

Breaded Chicken Breast 

Served with Mushroom sauce, 
topped with cheese 
served with vegetables and 
stuffed potato 


Twin Tenderloin or 
Chicken Parmesan 

Served on a bed of 
Linguini Pasta 

Desert & Coffee 


Daily from: 5:30PM till 7:00PM <T>/]k 
For reservation please call: LkiJJj 


U5$ 


BBO + 15% 
SERVICE CHARGE 



In this photo taken Feb. 10, 2012 and provided by Event 
Marketing & Communications, boxer Orlando Cruz, right, battles 
Alejandro Delgado during a fight at the Palm Bay Community 
Center in Palm Bay, Fla. 

Associated Press 


THE FIRST THEATER WITH CHILDREN PRICES IN ARUBA 


e NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR TICKETS ONLINE USING 
cinemaflxpress at caribbeancinemas.com/aruba 

CQC nn 7 /l ENJOY YOUR Of. 

Dob "UU/4 MOVIE WITH 


OCTOBER 4-10 



Liam Neeson Famke Janssen 

TAKEN 2 


emma 


With Spanish Subtitles 

Mon -Thurs 5:10/ 7:20/ 9:35 
Fri & Sat 3:00 / 5:10 / 7:20 / 9:35 /11:45 
Sun & Hoi 3:00/5:10/7:20/9:35 
Mon-Thurs 4:10/6:20/8:30 
Fri & Sat 2:00/4:10/6:20/8:30/10:40 
Sun & Hoi 2:00/4:10/6:20/8:30 


IPG-131 



Joseph Gordon-Levitt Bruce Willis 


LOOPER 

0 

Mon-Thurs 4:10/6:40/9:15 
Fri&Sat 2:00/4:10/6:40/9:15/11:50 
Sun & Hoi 2:00/4:10/6:40/9:15 

Adam Sandler Selena Gomez 

HOTELTKjWSYLVmA 

3D 

3D Version with Spanish Subtitles 

Mon-Thurs 4:20/6:30/8:40 r _, 

Fri & Sat 2:10 / 4:20 / 6:30 / 8:40 /10:50 ® 
Sun & Hoi 2:10/4:20/6:30/8:40 

With Spanish Subtitles 
Mon-Thurs 5:20/7:30 
Fri-Sun & Hoi 3:00/5:20/7:30 


Karl Urban 


Rachel Wood 


DREDD 


With Spanish Subtitles 

Mon-Thurs 4:50/7:05/9:20 
Fri&Sat 2:35/4:50/7:05/9:20/11:35 
Sun & Hoi 2:35/4:50/7:05/9:20 


0 


Clint Eastwood Justin Timberlake 

TROUBLE 

WITH THE 

CURVE 


Mon-Sun & Hoi 6:55 


Milla Jovovich Sienna Guillory 



With Spanish Subtitles 


Mon-Thurs 4:55/7:10/9:25 
Fri&Sat 2:40/4:55/7:10/9:25/ 11:40 
Sun & Hoi 2:40/4:55/7:10/9:25 


Jeffrey Dean Morgan Natasha Calis 


POSSESSION- 


Joseph Gordon-Levitt Dania Ramirez 


PREMIUMRUSH 


With Spanish Subtitles l PG - 13 l 

Mon-Thurs 4:45/9:20 
Fri&Sat 2:35/4:45/9:20/11:30 
Sun & Hoi 2:35/4:45/9:20 


STARTING NEXT WEEK OCTOBER 11 HERE COMES THE BOOM 


Mon - Thurs 9:40 
Fri&Sat 9:40/11:50 
Sun & Hoi 9:40 
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FDA says avoid drugs from 
company tied to meningitis 


MIKE STOBBE 

AP Medical Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — US. 

health officials ramped up 
warnings Thursday about a 
specialty pharmacy linked 
to a widening outbreak of 
a rare kind of meningitis, 
urging doctors and hospi¬ 
tals not to use any prod¬ 
ucts from the company. 
Investigators this week 
found contamination in a 
sealed vial of the steroid 
at the New England Com¬ 
pounding Center in Fram¬ 
ingham, Massachusetts, 
according to Food and 
Drug Administration offi¬ 
cials. 

Tests are under way to 
determine if it is the same 
fungus blamed in the out¬ 
break that has sickened 
35 people in six states. Five 
of them have died. All re¬ 
ceived steroid shots for 
back pain. 

“Out of an abundance 
of caution, we advise all 
health care practitioners 
not to use any product” 
from the company, said 
llisa Bernstein, director of 
compliance for the FDA’s 
Center for Drug Evaluation 
and Research. 

The company recalled 
the steroid medication last 
week and has shut down 
operations. The recalled 
steroid had been shipped 
to facilities in 23 states 
since July. 

The type of fungal menin¬ 
gitis involved is not conta¬ 
gious like the more com¬ 
mon forms. It is caused by 
a fungus often found in 
leaf mold. Health officials 
suspect it may have been 
in the steroid. 

Investigators said they are 
still trying to confirm the 
source of the infection, but 
the one common theme in 
all the illnesses is that each 
patient got the steroid 
medication. 

In Tennessee, the state with 
by far the most cases with 
25, many victims got the 
shots at the Saint Thomas 
Outpatient Neurosurgery 
Center in Nashville, which 
had 2,000 vials of the sus¬ 
pect lots, the largest num¬ 
ber. That clinic voluntarily 
closed last month to deal 


with the investigation. 

Dr. Robert Latham, chief of 
medicine at Saint Thomas 
Hospital, said a patient 
died there late Wednesday 
or early Thursday, bringing 
the number of deaths in 
Tennessee to three. Deaths 
were also reported in Vir¬ 


ginia and Maryland. 
Meningitis is an inflamma¬ 
tion of the lining of the brain 
and spinal cord. Symptoms 
include severe and wors¬ 
ening headache, nausea, 
dizziness and fever. Some 
of the patients also experi¬ 
enced slurred speech, and 
difficulty walking and uri¬ 
nating, Tennessee health 
officials said. 

The time from infection to 
onset of symptoms is esti¬ 
mated at anywhere from 
a few days to a month, 
so some people may not 
have fallen ill yet, health 
officials said. 

Last week, the New Eng¬ 


land Compounding issued 
a recall of three lots of the 
steroid — methylpredniso- 
lone acetate. In a state¬ 
ment Wednesday, the 
company said it had vol¬ 
untarily suspended opera¬ 
tions and was working with 
regulators to identify the 


source of the infection. 
Compounding pharma¬ 
cies mix ingredients for 
customized medicines that 
generally aren’t commer¬ 
cially available, are need¬ 
ed in a different dose or 
formulation, or are in short 
supply. They are regulated 
by states. 

The investigation began 
about two weeks ago af¬ 
ter a case of fungal menin¬ 
gitis was diagnosed in Ten¬ 
nessee. 

Fungal meningitis is treat¬ 
ed with high-dose antifun¬ 
gal medications, usually 
given intravenously in a 
hospitalO 



Dr. Robert Latham, chief of medicine at Saint Thomas Hospital 
in Nashville, Tenn., is interviewed on Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012, 
in Nashville. Latham said a fifth person has died in a growing 
outbreak of a rare form of meningitis that has sickened more 
than two dozen people in five U.S. states. 

(AP Photo/Mark Humphrey) 


Profs aiming to track drug 
reactions via social media 

MICHAEL FELBERBAUM 
Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Virginia (AP) — Experiencing nausea, head¬ 
aches or other side effects from prescriptions or over-the- 
counter medicines? 

Researchers say tweeting about it or posting your con¬ 
cerns online could one day help alert drug companies 
and federal regulators to problems more quickly — po¬ 
tentially saving lives and money. 

The project at the University of Virginia and West Virginia 
University, still in its infancy, capitalizes on the idea that 
many companies — pharmaceutical and otherwise — al¬ 
ready use the Internet to get consumer product and ser¬ 
vice feedback. 

Sifting through innumerable posts on Twitter, Facebook, 
online message boards and blogs, the researchers will 
search for early warning signs of adverse drug reactions 
and interactions normally reported to the Food and Drug 
Administration and pharmaceutical companies through 
official channels by consumers and doctors. 

People are increasingly turning to the Internet to find out 
what’s ailing them, complain about their symptoms or 
read up on personal health issues, said Ahmed Abbasi, 
a professor of information technology at University of Vir¬ 
ginia's Mclntire School of Commerce in Charlottesville. He 
says using data from social media could help modernize 
drug surveillance and have major public health, safety 
and business impacts. 

Funded by a $130,000 grant through the National Science 
Foundation's Smart Health and Wellbeing program, the 
project builds on earlier work analyzing online posts from 
2000 to early 2012 for mentions of 20 drugs. Researchers 
say the earlier effort detected adverse drug reactions — 
in some cases years earlier than current methods. 

Abbasi said their data mining of online sources was able 
to identify patients experiencing tendon ruptures after us¬ 
ing the popular antibiotic Cipro at least two years before 
the FDA issued its most urgent “black box" warning for the 
drug and similar antibiotics in 2008. 

Despite the rigorous testing and clinical trials before new 
drugs are on the market, sometimes side effects don't 
show up until they are used by a large number of people. 
The FDA primarily relies on physicians and patients to enter 
suspected adverse events into a database of voluntary 
reports that have nearly doubled over the last five years 
and totaled around 800,000 in 2010, the latest figure avail¬ 
able from the agency. It can take multiple cases before 
someone at the agency detects a pattern worth inves¬ 
tigating. Then it conducts an investigation to determine 
whether the drug caused the side effects. 

The research team believes using social media would ide¬ 
ally help bring issues to light faster than that. 

Speedier discovery of adverse drug reactions could have 
both pros and cons, according to people who keep close 
track of the pharmaceutical industry. 

“The use of social media is just one way that may improve 
a company’s ability to learn how patients are actually re¬ 
acting to medicines,” said Jeff Francer, assistant general 
counsel for the industry group Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers of America. “We're always looking 
for better ways to ensure medicines are being used in 
a safe manner.” While knowing about drug side effects 
sooner could help pharmaceutical companies pull a drug 
or make changes to stave off side-effect related lawsuits 
that have cost the industry billions, analyst Steve Brozak of 
WBB Securities noted that knowledge could make a com¬ 
pany liable sooner too. Since the Internet is teeming with 
spam aimed at exploiting medical fears, selling unregulat¬ 
ed remedies or promoting illegal online pharmaceutical 
sales, Abbasi said researchers will weed out fake medical 
websites with a fraudulent website detection system co¬ 
developed by members of the teamO 
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Google, publishers shelve book-scanning suit 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google and major book 
publishers have settled a 
lengthy legal battle over 
digital copyrights, but a 
bigger dispute still looms 
with thousands of authors 
who allege that Google 
is illegally profiting from 
their works. The truce an¬ 
nounced Thursday ends a 
federal lawsuit filed in 2005 
by several members of the 
Association of American 
Publishers after Google 
Inc. began stockpiling its 
Internet search index with 
digital duplicates of books 
scanned from libraries. 
Google has maintained 
that its scanning is covered 
by fair-use provisions of 
copyright law, although it 
offered to remove specific 
books from its index upon 
request. It also showed only 
snippets of the copyrighted 
books unless permission 
was given to show more. 
Publishers and authors, 
however, insisted that 
Google needed explicit 
permission from them be¬ 
fore making the digital 
copies, let alone showing 
even snippets of text from 
the books on Google’s 
website. 

Google worked out a $125 
million settlement with pub¬ 
lishers and authors in 2008, 
only to have a federal 
judge in New York reject 
it after the U.S. Justice De¬ 
partment and other critics 
contended that it would 
thwart competition in the 
rapidly growing digital 
book market and flout U.S. 
copyright law. 

One of the reasons that 


settlement unraveled was 
because it would have giv¬ 
en Google broad authority 
to copy books, unless an 
author or publisher notified 
the company not to make 
the duplicate. 

Terms of the new settle¬ 
ment weren’t divulged, but 
it won’t require court ap¬ 
proval because its reach 
will be limited to the parties 
signing on. 

The scaled-down agree¬ 
ment with publishers is likely 
to make more copyright- 
protected books available 
online. Most of those will be 
sold through Google Play, 
a digital store. Publishers will 
have the right to release 
digital copies of their books 
in Google Play or remove 
them from Google’s search 
index entirely. 

That's not a major change 
in how Google has been 
handling matters with 
the lawsuits pending, but 
publishers now feel com¬ 
fortable enough with the 
system to set up an offi¬ 
cial framework, Tom Allen, 
president of the publishers’ 
group, said in an interview. 
Google, which is based 
in Mountain View, Califor¬ 
nia, will also provide pub¬ 
lishers with a digital copy 
of a scanned book upon 
request. The settlement 
“shows that digital services 
can provide innovative 
means to discover content 
while still respecting the 
rights of copyright holders,” 
Allen said in a statement. 
Both Google and the pub¬ 
lishers may have been 
more motivated to fig¬ 
ure out a way to work to¬ 
gether with so many more 
people reading books on 


digital devices than just a 
few years ago. Google has 
been playing a more im¬ 
portant role in that transi¬ 
tion since it started selling a 
tablet computer, the Nexus 
7, in July.Although the spar¬ 
ring over Google’s effort 
to create the world’s larg¬ 
est digital library appears 
to be over on one front, a 
lawsuit filed by the Authors 
Guild remains in the way of 
Google's ambitious plans 
to digitize more than 130 
million of books sitting on 
library shelves around the 
world. 

The authors’ suit, which 
came before the publish¬ 
ers’ complaint, raises thorn¬ 
ier issues and threatens 
Google with a huge bill. The 
authors are seeking $750 in 
damages for every copy¬ 
righted book that Google 
has scanned over the past 
eight years. 

Despite the lawsuits, 
Google has made digi¬ 
tal copies of more than 
20 million books so far. The 
copyrights on many of 
those books have already 
expired, making them fair 
game and not part of any 
infringement damages that 
might be awarded. Even 
if just one-quarter of the 
books scanned so far by 
Google are protected by 
copyrights, the company 
would be liable for nearly 
$4 billion if a court sides with 
the authors. 

“The publishers’ private 
settlement, whatever its 
terms, does not resolve 
the authors’ copyright in¬ 
fringement claims against 
Google," the Authors Guild 
said in a statement Thurs¬ 
day. □ 



In this Monday, Dec. 13, 2004, file photo, Vince Lee, 34, a li¬ 
brary staffer at the University of Michigan’s Buhr Shelving Facility, 
stands among the 2.4 million books that will be digitized in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. Google and U.S. publishers settled a longstanding 
dispute over Google’s book-scanning project Thursday, Oct. 4, 
2012. Google already has scanned more than 20 million books. 
Publishers and authors sued, saying the project violated their 
copyrights. 
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U.S. markets surge on jobs report retail sales 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2012,2012, photo, a job seeker looks 
over a brochure at the National Job Fair in Atlanta. The number of 
Americans seeking unemployment benefits rose to a seasonally 
adjusted 367,000, a level consistent with only modest hiring on 
Thursday, Oct. 4, 2012. The Labor Department says applications 
increased last week by 4,000 from the previous week's level of 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — An en¬ 
couraging report on the 
U.S. labor market and bet¬ 
ter sales from retail stores 
helped push the stock mar¬ 
ket higher Thursday. 

The government said that 
367,000 Americans sought 
unemployment benefits 
for the first time last week. 
That’s an increase from the 
previous week but fewer 
than economists had fore¬ 
cast. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average gained 80.75 
points to close at 13,575.36. 
Aluminum giant Alcoa led 
the 30 stocks in the Dow 
with a 3.3 percent surge, 
rising 29 cents to $9.07. 

“It’s not just the jobless 
claims numbers on their 
own,” said Brian Gendreau, 
market strategist at Cetera 
Financial Group. “They’re 
coming on the back of ... 
manufacturing and ser¬ 
vice-sector reports that 
were better than people 
expected this week." 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index climbed 10.41 points 
to 1,461.40. The Nasdaq 
composite rose 14.23 points 


363,000. 

to 3,149.46. 

The job-market report 
helped drive the yield on 
the benchmark 10-year 
Treasury note up to 1.67 
percent from 1.62 percent 
late Wednesday. Traders 
tend to sell Treasurys follow¬ 
ing better economic news. 
The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said that orders to 
U.S. factories came in bet¬ 
ter than forecasts, even 
though the 5.2 percent 


(AP Photo/John Bazemore) 

drop in orders was the big¬ 
gest in more than three 
years. 

Costco and other retail 
chain stores reported Sep¬ 
tember sales that came in 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Federal Reserve structured 
its latest stimulus program 
around the purchase of 
mortgage bonds after 
members agreed that help¬ 
ing a nascent housing re¬ 
covery was a good way to 


ahead of Wall Street’s es¬ 
timates. Costco gained 
$1.86 to $101.48. Target 
rose 56 cents to $63.65. 
The stock market barely 
moved following the re¬ 
lease of the Federal Re¬ 
serve's minutes from its 
meeting last month, when 
the Fed hatched a new 
open-ended program to 
spend $40 billion a month 
on mortgage bonds. The 
minutes revealed that all 
but one member of the 
Fed’s interest-rate com¬ 
mittee voted in favor of 
the bond-buying effort. 
The key event this week 
comes Friday morning 
when the Labor Depart¬ 
ment releases its monthly 
jobs report. Economists 
forecast that the unem¬ 
ployment rate inched up 
to 8.2 percent in Septem¬ 
ber from 8.1 percent in 
August. 

The major stock market 


lift the broader economy. 
Minutes of the Fed’s Sept. 
12-13 meeting released 
Thursday also show that 
most members 
now agree that tying a fu¬ 
ture increase in short-term 
interest rates to economic 
measures, 

such as a specific unem- 


indexes have climbed 
steadily higher to start Oc¬ 
tober. The Dow rose 78 
points Monday after the 
Institute for Supply Man¬ 
agement said its gauge of 
manufacturing rose in Sep¬ 
tember for the first time in 
four months. 

For the month, the Dow is 
up an even 1 percent and 
the S&P 500 is up 1.4 per¬ 
cent. 

Among other stocks mak¬ 
ing big moves: 

— Google rose $5.55 to 
$768.05. The Internet gi¬ 
ant and U.S. publishers an¬ 
nounced they had settled 
a seven-year dispute over 
Google’s book-scanning 
project. A lawsuit filed by 
authors remains, though. 

— Sprint Nextel sank 2 per¬ 
cent, or 11 cents, to $5.09. 
Reports said the wireless 
carrier may launch a com¬ 
peting bid for MetroPCS 
Communications. □ 


ployment rate, could be 
effective. 

But members agreed to 
hold off on the change to 
work out the details. 

After the meeting the Fed 
said it would keep buying 
mortgage bonds until the 
job market showed sub¬ 
stantial improvements 


Fed chose mortgage bonds 
to bolster US housing gains 
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US factory orders fall on decline in aircraft 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Or¬ 
ders to U.S. factories fell in 
August from July, mostly 
because of a sharp drop 
in volatile aircraft orders. 
The decline offset an in¬ 
crease in orders that re¬ 
flect corporate invest¬ 
ment plans. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Thursday that 
factory orders dropped 
5.2 percent in August, the 
biggest decline in more 
than three years. The loss 
was largely because de¬ 
mand for commercial 
aircraft plunged 102 per¬ 
cent. That pulled down or¬ 
ders for long-lasting man¬ 
ufactured goods by 13.2 
percent. 

In one positive sign, orders 
for business equipment 
and software, often con¬ 
sidered a proxy for invest¬ 
ment plans, rose 1.1 per¬ 
cent, after two steep de¬ 
clines. Still, orders for steel, 
electrical equipment, and 
industrial machinery all 
fell. 

Orders for non-durable 
goods, which include 
food, clothing, and gas, 
rose 2.2 percent. The in¬ 
crease mostly reflected 
higher gas prices. 
Manufacturing, which 
helped pulled the econo¬ 
my out of the Great Reces¬ 
sion, has weakened since 
the spring, along with the 
broader economy. Slower 
global growth has hurt 
demand for American ex¬ 
ports, while U.S. consumers 
and businesses have been 
cautious about spending. 
Steven Wood, chief econ¬ 
omist with Insight Econom¬ 


ics, said manufacturing and 
capital spending are likely 
to stay sluggish, at least for 
a few more months. 

But there have been some 
signs that things may be 


pick up. 

A survey of purchasing 
managers released Mon¬ 
day showed that manufac¬ 
turing activity expanded 
in September after three 


months of declines. Facto¬ 
ries received more new or¬ 
ders in September and also 
increased hiring. 

And auto sales jumped last 
month to nearly 1.2 million, 
an increase of 13 percent 
compared to a year ear¬ 
lier. That suggests consum¬ 
ers are still willing to spend 
on expensive goods, even 
as job growth remains 
weak. 

“If September’s better re¬ 
sult is sustained, it would be 
very good news,” Joshua 
Shapiro, an economist at 
MFR Inc., said in a note 
to clients, referring to the 
manufacturing survey. 

Still, U.S. manufacturers 
face several challenges 
ahead. Europe’s financial 
crisis has pushed six of fhe 
17 countries that use the 
euro into recession, a de¬ 
velopment that threatens 
exports of U.S. goods. And 
economies in other parts 


of fhe world, including big 
U.S. export markets such as 
China, India and Brazil, are 
also seeing slower growth. 
Many business leaders are 
concerned about the “fis¬ 
cal cliff," a package of 
sfeep fax increases and 
sharp spending cuts sched¬ 
uled to kick in at the begin¬ 
ning of next year. The Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office 
and many private econo¬ 
mists say that if a deal isn’t 
reached to postpone the 
changes, the economy 
could fall back into reces¬ 
sion. 

The economy expanded 
at an annual rate of only 
1.3 percent in the April- 
June quarter, down from 
2 percent at the begin¬ 
ning of the year. That’s not 
fast enough to encourage 
much hiring. Economists 
expect growth will remain 
at about 2 percent for the 
rest of the yearO 



Quality specialist Teri Evans, left, and packer Wendy Jackson, 
right, check a window pane as quality manager Sebastian Kah- 
le looks on during a tour of the SKD packaging facility at BLG 
Logistics, Inc. in Vance, Ala. Orders to U.S. factories fell in Au¬ 
gust, mostly because of a sharp drop in volatile aircraft orders. 
The decline offset an increase in orders that reflect corporate 
investment plans. 

(AP Photo/Tuscaloosa News, Dusty Compton) 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Dug for ore 
6 Argument 
10 Infant 

14 Dunne or Ryan 

15 Saga 

16 Competent 

17 Lions’cries 

18 On _ own; 
independent 

19 First king of 
Israel 

20 Tantalizing 

22 Graduation cap 
dangler 

24 Relinquish 

25 Parts shielding 
car wheels 

26 Author_du 

Maurier 

29 Flowering birch 
tree 

30 Anger 

31 Cuckoo 
33 Sausage 
37 Chicks’ cry 
39 Old stringed 

instruments 

41 List of dishes 

42 Alaska’s Palin 
44 Watery part of 

the blood 

46 And not 

47 High-intensity 
beam 

49 Refuse to 
acknowledge 
51 Amounts paid 
back to the 
buyer 

54 Window glass 

55 Singer Franklin 

56 Golfer’s hazard 

60 Surrealist 
Salvador _ 

61 Jump 

63 Kitchen range 

64 China’s 
continent 

65 Actress Samms 

66 Arm joint 

67 Rod and 
fishing gear 

68 Sword fight 

69 Adolescents 
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2 Press clothes 

3 Orderly 

4 Embellish 

5 Go downward 

6 Smooth rock 

7 Spasm of pain 

8 Stein contents 

9 Tried out 

10 One of Ringo’s 
instruments 

11 Degrade 

12 Unhappier 

13 Shouts 
21 Just right 
23 Once more 

25 Advertising 
circular 

26 Dunks briefly 

27 Zone 

28 Equal 

29 Run chase 
32 Combines 

34 City in Nevada 

35 Winter flakes 

36 Rotate 

38 Like a grand 
castle 

40 Nation whose 
capital is 
Khartoum 
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43 “Hell _ no fury 
like a woman 
scorned” 

45 Attitude 

48 Made airtight 

50 Put down roots 

51 Speeder’s 
nemesis 

52 Clear the slate 


53 Misrepresent 

54 Of Benedict 
XVI, e.g. 

56 Identical 

57 Royal 
vestment 

58 Cosmetics name 

59 Church seats 
62 Australian bird 
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Factory shows two sides of product liability 



Rocky Flick, the chief executive of Blitz USA, a gasoline can 
manufacturer, outside the company’s closed factory in 
Miami, Okla. The closing of Blitz has become a rallying point 
for proponents of tort reform, but a lobbying group's new 
commercial ducks the complexities of recent product liability 
cases. 

(Brandi Simons/The New York Times) 


CLIFFORD KRAUSS 
© 2012 New York Times 

Crusading against frivolous 
lawsuits, the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce has had no 
shortage of cases to high¬ 
light, like the man suing a 
cruise line after burning his 
feet on a sunny deck or the 
mother claiming hearing 
loss from the screaming at 
a Justin Bieber concert. 
Now, the lobbying group’s 
Institute for Legal Reform is 
showing a 30-second com¬ 
mercial that uses Blitz USA, 
a bankrupt Oklahoma gas¬ 
oline can manufacturer, to 
illustrate the consequences 
of abusive lawsuits. The ad 
shows tearful workers los¬ 
ing their jobs and the lights 
going out at the 46-year- 
old company as a result of 
steep legal costs from law¬ 
suits targeting the red plas¬ 
tic containers, according 
to the company and the 
institute. 

The closing of the 117-em- 
ployee operation this sum¬ 
mer became a rallying 
point for proponents of tort 
reform. But the commercial 
ducks the complexities of 
the product liability cases 
surrounding Blitz by making 
no mention of the dozens 
of casualties linked to ex¬ 
plosions while people used 
the cans in recent years. 

In interviews, the company 
and the lawyers suing it 
seek to frame the conflict 
in stark terms: devious law¬ 
yers with spurious claims 
piling on a valuable manu¬ 
facturer, or a greedy com¬ 
pany hurting consumers by 
refusing to fix a defective 
product. 

The Blitz cases show the in¬ 
herent conflicts “between 
makers of products that 
have some hazard or dan¬ 
ger and consumers who 
on occasion are injured by 
those products,” said Mar¬ 
shall S. Shapo, an expert on 
product liability at North¬ 
western University School of 
Law. “It is an ancient rivalry 
that will go on forever.” 

The suits generally make 
the claim that the cans 
were susceptible to “flash¬ 
back" explosions caused 
when gasoline vapors out¬ 
side the cans ignited and 
followed the vapor trail 
back into the container. 


The lawyers argue that 
the company should have 
installed “flame arrester” 
shields at the mouth of the 
containers to prevent ex¬ 
plosions. 

Blitz executives note that 
the company, which was 
the nation's leading gas 
can producer, sold more 
than 14 million cans a year 
over the past decade, with 
fewer than two reported 
incidents per 1 million cans 
sold. The company says the 
most serious incidents usu¬ 
ally involved obvious mis¬ 
use of the cans, like pour¬ 
ing gasoline onto an open 
fire. 

Frank J. Vandall, an Emory 
University law professor, 
said there was probably no 
way that Blitz could have 
avoided at least some of 
the lawsuits, although he 
questioned why the com¬ 
pany paid settlements if 
it thought it could win in 
court. 

“There is no way you can 
avoid liability for a can like 
this," Vandall said, “be¬ 
cause there is going to be 
injury, and when there is 
injury, there is going to be 
lawsuits.” 

Blitz has been sued 62 
times since 1994, accord¬ 
ing to the company. Only 
two cases have made it to 
court; the others were set¬ 
tled or dismissed, or were 


unresolved at the time of 
the bankruptcy. The com¬ 
pany says the cases cost 
it $30 million in legal fees. 
Insurance companies paid 
well over $30 million more in 
settlements and other pay¬ 
outs. 

The gas can explosions can 
be powerful. In one case, 
two emergency workers 
heard an explosion more 
than two miles away. In a 
2010 test, a federal fire re¬ 
search laboratory found 
that a two-gallon gasoline 
container could produce a 
flame jet 13 feet long. 

Chad Funchess, a volun¬ 
teer firefighter from South 
Carolina, was seriously 
burned over half his body in 
2007 when he was filling up 
a chain saw in the back of 
his convenience store and 
the can exploded. In his 
lawsuit, Funchess said there 
was no open flame to set 
off the blast. But the com¬ 
pany said the store was 
razed before it could inves¬ 
tigate what happened. 
Funchess said his fiancee 
left him when he was hos¬ 
pitalized. The case was 
stayed when the company 
filed for bankruptcy and is 
one of 36 cases still open. 

In the one case Blitz lost, in 
2010, a Utah jury awarded 
more than $4 million to the 
father of a 2-year-old girl 
killed when a Blitz can ex¬ 


ploded after the father, 
David Colder, tried to start 
a fire in a wood-burning 
stove in his trailer home by 
pouring gasoline on the 
flame. 

Colder argued successfully 
that the explosion would 
not have happened had 
the can been equipped 
with a flame arrester, a 
piece of wire mesh placed 
at the opening of a con¬ 
tainer that blocks flames 
from entering. The compa¬ 
ny is appealing, claiming 
that the can was misused 
and that the child's death 
was a result of a gas explo¬ 
sion outside the can, not 
inside. 

Blitz won the other case 
that went to trial, in 2008, 
involving a Texas man 
named Brody Green, who 
died in an explosion when 
he poured gasoline from a 
can onto a fire. □ 



FOR RENT 

Time Shares wk 40, 

10/6 to 10/13 

Aruba Beach Club Rm128 , 
sleeps 4,2 queen beds recently 
remodeled, low mfees $461 below 
mkt price $3950 
Local cel. 565-9394 till 10/6 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

_ 197173 

FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar, Presidential Suites 
1201 and 1222, wks 41+42 for 
$7500 per wk, negotiable ! 

In Aruba contact: 661-7636 
in USA 860-621-4852 

197170 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent / sale 
Aruba Beach Club Superior Rm, 
sleeps 4, late aug wk 34 $3500 
Casa del Mar Ambassador wks 29 
and 33 one bdrm July-Aug quick 
sale price $1600. 

Local cel. 565-9394 until oct. 6 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

_ 196666 

FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale 
Casa del Mar all one bedroom 
units sleeps 4 wk 39 sept. 30 to 
oct. 06 wk 33 August 18 to 25 will 
consider all offers over $1500 for 
quick sale, also other rentals 
available. Local cel. 565-9394 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

112777 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


5 October 

Dr. Yagua-Fingal 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Trupiaal Tel: 583-8560 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergency 





911 


dies'* 


Services 


Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Oct. 6 Emerald Princess 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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^ I SCIENCE 



Research on mice suggests new fertility treatments 


MALCOLM RITTER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Japa¬ 
nese scientists have turned 
mouse skin cells into eggs 
that produced baby 
mice — a technique that, 
if successfully applied to 
humans, could someday 
allow women to stop wor¬ 
rying about the ticking of 
their biological clocks and 
perhaps even help couples 
create “designer babies.” 
For technical as well as eth¬ 
ical reasons, nobody ex¬ 
pects doctors will be mak¬ 
ing eggs from women’s 
skin cells any time soon. But 
some see possibilities and 
questions about its use. 
Some experts say it could 
help millions of women 
who don't have working 
eggs of their own, whether 
because of a medical con¬ 
dition or cancer treatment, 
or because they are too 
old. 

“It could mean the repro¬ 
ductive clock doesn’t tick 
for women anymore,” said 
Hank Greely, a Stanford 
University law professor 
who studies the implica¬ 
tions of biomedical tech- 
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nologies. 

“I think it’s a pretty large 
advance in the next gen¬ 
eration of reproductive 
technologies for women," 
said Amander Clark, who 
studies egg development 
at the University of Califor¬ 
nia, Los Angeles. Discussion 
about policy and regula¬ 
tion “needs to begin now.” 
The mice experiments were 
reported online Thursday in 
the journal Science by sci¬ 
entists at Kyoto University 
in Japan. The same group 
had previously reported 
work with male mouse cells 
that led to sperm. 

In the new work, they be¬ 
gan with genetically repro¬ 
grammed skin cells from 
female fetal mice. The re¬ 
programming technique, 
discovered several years 
ago, makes an ordinary 
cell revert to a kind of blank 
slate, so it can be chemi¬ 
cally prodded to develop 
into any kind of cell. 

The Japanese researchers 
turned these cells into an 
early-stage version of eggs. 
Then they mixed them with 
mouse ovarian cells and 
implanted them into mice. 
Four weeks later they col¬ 
lected immature eggs, ma¬ 
tured and fertilized them in 
the laboratory, and placed 
them into surrogate mother 
mice. The result: three baby 
mice, which grew into fer¬ 
tile adults. 

That procedure is too cum¬ 
bersome to be adapted 


directly for human use, ex¬ 
perts said, and study co-au¬ 
thor Katsuhiko Hayashi said 
in an email that it is also too 
inefficient. What’s more, he 
and others said, biological 
differences between mice 
and people would have to 
be overcome before some 
version of the technique 
could be applied to wom¬ 
en. 

Starting with an adult’s 
cells rather than fetal cells 


would probably work, ex¬ 
perts said. But scientists 
would also have to learn 
more about how women 
form eggs, which is largely 
a mystery, some said. 

The hurdles are so big that 


some experts are skeptical 
about ever using the ap¬ 
proach in people. “I don’t 
think there’s a lot of clinical 
potential here," said David 
Albertini, who has studies 
the development of eggs 
at the University of Kansas. 
Others are more optimistic 
but say it won't be easy. 
A human therapy is in “the 
quite far future,” Hayashi 
said. Clark said it would 
take at least a decade. 


Greely, the Stanford law 
professor, speculated that 
in 20 to 40 years, the tech¬ 
nique might make couples 
more likely to go through 
test-tube fertilization just so 
they could choose charac¬ 
teristics of their babies. That 
is because donating skin 
cells to make eggs is a lot 
easier than going through 
the medical and surgical 
procedure of having one’s 
own eggs harvested, which 
is what some women do 
now. 

In the future, Greely said, 
couples could create eggs 
and then have the result¬ 
ing embryos analyzed 
genetically. Then they 


could choose which em¬ 
bryos they wish to have 
implanted on the basis of 
that analysis, which by that 
date might be able to indi¬ 
cate not only disease risk 
but also a variety of normal 
traits such as eye color and 
or a propensity for certain 
talents, he said. 

Some others, however, 
said they doubt that prac¬ 
tice would become wide¬ 
spread. 

“I don’t think there’s a huge 
market for it,” said Debra 
Mathews of the Johns Hop¬ 
kins Berman Institute of Bio¬ 
ethics. “And people are not 
going to stop having sex." 
The technique also raises a 
host of medical and ethical 
concerns. 

“I would be worried about 
the safety of trying to make 
kids this way,” said Law¬ 
rence Goldstein, director 
of the stem cell program at 
the University of California, 
San Diego. “It seems like an 
experiment on those kids." 

It would also be complicat¬ 
ed and expensive, adding 
to the question of whether 
it would really be a good 
way to treat infertility, he 
said. 

He and others also said 
society will have to de¬ 
cide how much govern¬ 
ment regulation would be 
needed, both for the initial 
research in humans and its 
routine use by doctors. 

For example, the new work 
moves scientists closer to 
the possibility of tinkering 
with genes that would af¬ 
fect not only one person 
but also be inherited by 
future generations, which 
has long been controver¬ 
sial, said Dr. George Daley 
of the Harvard Stem Cell In¬ 
stitute. And basic research 
with such eggs could mean 
making and destroying 
human embryos in the 
lab, which many people 
oppose. □ 
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This undated photo provided by researcher Katsuhiko Hayashi 
shows an adult mouse which was born from an egg cell pro¬ 
duced from a skin cell, and her pups born normally. The eggs 
were produced by making skin cells revert to a kind of blank 
slate, so they could be prodded to develop into immature egg 
cells. The new work was reported online Thursday, Oct. 3, 2012, 
in the journal Science by a team at Kyoto University. 
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In this April 10, 1996 file photo, the ruby slippers worn by Judy 
Garland in the 1939 film “The Wizard of Oz” are shown on display 
during a media tour of the “America’s Smithsonian” exhibition in 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Associated Press 

Smithsonian to 
lend Dorothy’s ruby 
slippers to UK 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Dorothy’s ruby slippers from “The 
Wizard of Oz” are leaving Washington on their first inter¬ 
national journey to London’s Victoria and Albert Museum. 
Judy Garland wore the shoes in the 1939 film in which 
she played a Kansas farm girl on a magical journey. The 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History an¬ 
nounced the rare loan of its popular slippers Thursday. 
They will be shown with Dorothy’s blue-and-white ging¬ 
ham dress in “Hollywood Costume,” an exhibit opening 
Oct. 20 in London. Curators say it's the first time Dorothy’s 
dress and shoes have been together since the movie was 
filmed. The dress is part of a private collection. 

“Oz” was a movie milestone for its extensive color se¬ 
quences. To make the slippers, a designer dyed the shoes 
red and attached netting to cover them with red sequins. 


Rush, Public Enemy among 
Rock Hall of Fame noms 



In this Dec. 11, 2009 file photo, Donna Summer performs at the 
conclusion of the Nobel Peace concert in Oslo, Norway. Summer 
is nominated for induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
2013. 

Associated Press 


CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 

Canadian trio Rush, Deep 
Purple, Public Enemy and 
German proto-electronica 
act Kraftwerk are among 
the group of first-time nomi¬ 
nees for the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame. 

They join returnees Heart, 
Joan Jett and the Black- 
hearts, Randy Newman, 
Donna Summer and Kraft¬ 
werk among the 15 artists 
vying for entry. 

Even in the iPod age, the list 
of nominees up for induc¬ 
tion in 2013 is as eclectic as 
they come. Nominees differ 
wildly in sound, origin and 
influence, ranging from 
the enduring prog rock of 
Rush and Procul Harum to 
the disco of Chic and Sum¬ 
mer, the New Orleans funk 
of The Meters and the blues 
of Albert King and the Paul 
Butterfield Blues Band. 
Motown also is represented 
by first-ballot entries The 
Mavelettes. 

Joel Peresman, President 
and CEO of the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame Foun¬ 
dation, acknowledged 


the extreme variety of this 
year's nominee class in a 
Thursday news release. 

“The definition of ‘rock and 
roll' means different things 
to different people, but as 
broad as the classifications 
may be, they all share a 
common love of the mu¬ 
sic,” Peresman said. 

“This year we again proudly 
put forth a fantastic array 
of groups and artists that 


span the entire genre that 
is ‘rock and roll.'" 

A group of 600 artists, mu¬ 
sic historians and members 
of the industry will choose 
2013’s inductees. They will 
be honored April 18 in Los 
Angeles. 

It’s the sixth time on the bal¬ 
lot for Summer, but the first 
since her death in May at 
age 63. Chic is on the ballot 
for the seventh time since 
2003.Q 


Kennedy unveils Picasso painting at JFK Library 


LINDSEY ANDERSON 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — A Picasso 
painting the famous artist 
created in denouncing war 
has come to the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library 
and Museum to commemo¬ 
rate the 50th anniversary of 
the Cuban missile crisis. 
Caroline Kennedy unveiled 
the “Rape of the Sabine 
Women" on Thursday, on 
loan through Jan. 6 from 
the Museum of Fine Arts. She 
said it shows the fear and 
uncertainty of the time. 

“The Cuban missile crisis was 
really the most dangerous 
time in my father’s presi¬ 
dency, and there really was 
a risk that the United States 
and the Soviet Union might 
go to war,” she said. “I think 
there's a lot that current 
leaders can learn from (it)." 
She called the 1962 crisis 
over Soviet missiles in Cuba 
and subsequent ease of 
tensions her father’s “great¬ 


est challenge.” 

The painting, a 6-foot 
(1.83-meter)- by-4-foot 
(1.22-meter) vertical oil on 
canvas, depicts in bold col¬ 
ors two armed men with 
spear and sword raised to¬ 
ward each other, standing 
over a woman and wailing 
child. 

Picasso started the work 
soon after the 13-day crisis, 
referencing a fabled ab¬ 
duction of Sabine women 
by ancient Romans. 

Legend has it, Rome faced 
a shortage of marriageable 
women after it was founded 
or perhaps sought an alli¬ 
ance with a nearby warlike 
tribe, the Sabines. Roman 
leaders invited the Sabines 
to a feast, only to capture 
dozens to hundreds of Sabi¬ 
ne virgins. The Sabines later 
tried to rescue the women, 
who reminded them the Ro¬ 
mans were now the men's 
relatives by marriage and 
brokered a truce. □ 



Caroline Kennedy, president of the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, unveils Pablo Picasso’s 
painting “Rape of the Sabine Women” at the JFK Library and Museum in Boston, Thursday, Oct. 
4, 2012. 

Associated Press 
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Urban relishes 
peacemaker role 
on ‘American Idol’ 


Frankenweenie’ joins 
reanimation of stop-motion 



In this July 11, 2012 file photo, figures on the set of of the Tim Burton Disney movie “Frankenweenie” 
are shown on display at Comic-Con preview night held at the San Diego Convention Center, in 
San Diego. 

Associated Press 


NICOLE EVATT 
The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — “Ameri¬ 
can Idol” season 12 tapings 
are just getting under way 
and Keith Urban has al¬ 
ready become more than 
just a judge: he's also the 
pacifier on the newly mint¬ 
ed panel. 

The country crooner on 
Wednesday likened his 
role on “Idol” to that of the 
United Nations on the red 
carpet at the New York Film 
Festival gala honoring his 
wife, Nicole Kidman. 
Rumors of drama between 
fellow judges Nicki Minaj 
and Mariah Carey have 
been swirling for weeks. A 
blurry web video released 
Tuesday by TMZ.com shows 
what appears to be an 
argument between Minaj 
and Carey. 

Urban said the judges are 





“American Idol” Season 12 
judge Keith Urban arrives for 
day one auditions at Jazz at 
Lincoln Center on Sunday, 
Sept. 16, 2012 in New York. 

Associated Press 

all simply “passionate peo¬ 
ple,” but insisted the group, 
which includes veteran 
judge Randy Jackson, is 
“getting along.” 

Season 12 premieres in 
January .□ 


DAVID GERMAIN 

AP Movie Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — As far 

as Tim Burton’s concerned, 
you can’t keep a good dog 
down. And you can't keep 
a good, old-fashioned form 
of animation down, either. 
Burton's boy-and-his-dead- 
dog tale “Frankenweenie” 
is Flollywood’s latest resur¬ 
rection of stop-motion ani¬ 
mation, a century-old style 
that still creeps on to the 
big-screen now and then in 
an age of computer-gen¬ 
erated cartoon blockbust¬ 
ers. It's a simple concept — 
inanimate objects moved 
infinitesimally and pho¬ 
tographed a frame at a 
time to create an illusion of 
motion. But with elaborate 
miniature sets and puppets 
whose innards are intricate 
gears to create movement 
and expression, it’s a pains¬ 
taking process requiring 
dozens of animation teams 
and years of work. 

The result is something that 
looks like a loose, lumpy 
caricature of reality yet can 
feel more concrete and 
genuine than its slick com¬ 
puter-animated cousin.v 
“It’s a more pure form, 
stop-motion,” Burton said. 
“You try to put the form 
with the right story, and this 


one, just because you’re 
reanimating something, 
there's something about 
moving a puppet that just 
works with that idea.” A 
feature-length version of 
Burton’s 1984 live-action 
short film, “Frankenweenie" 
tells the story of a boy ge¬ 
nius who pulls a Franken¬ 
stein and brings his beloved 
dog back to life after a car 
accident. Burton expand¬ 
ed the story to include a 
menagerie of resurrected 
monsters, including a were- 
rat, a mummy hamster and 
a Godzilla-like giant turtle. 
Flollywood can go years 
without a stop-motion film, 
then deliver them in waves. 
“Frankenweenie” is the 
third one this year, follow¬ 
ing “ParaNorman,” from 
the makers of 2009’s stop- 
motion tale “Coraline,” 
and “The Pirates! Band 
of Misfits,” from Aardman 
Animations, the British out¬ 
fit behind 2005's “Wallace 
& Gromit in the Curse of 
the Were-Rabbit,” the only 
stop-motion cartoon to win 
the Academy Award for 
feature animation. 
“Wallace & Gromit” came 
out the same year as Bur¬ 
ton’s “Corpse Bride,” the 
filmmaker’s second stop- 
motion flick after he revived 
the format with 1993’s “The 


Nightmare Before Christ¬ 
mas.” Burton’s ghoulish 
sensibilities — ghosts, gob¬ 
lins and other creatures 
from beyond — somehow 
make a nice fit for the 
slightly clunky, chunky stop- 
motion style. Along with 
“Coraline,” "ParaNorman” 
and “Curse of the Were- 
Rabbit,” the upcoming 
stop-motion demon com¬ 
edy “Hell & Back” also has 
an otherworldly bent. 
“Stop-motion has always 
had a macabre side to it, 
and I think that goes back 
to the tradition of it as a 
medium. If you look at the 
people who really drove 
it forward early on in short 
films, they were animating 
bones and dead chickens, 
lord knows what else,” said 
Chris Butler, who worked on 
“Corpse Bride” and “Cora¬ 
line” and wrote and co-di- 
rected “ParaNorman.” 
“Then you have to always 
come back to ‘Nightmare 
Before Christmas.' That set 
a tone, I think, for the whole 
thing.” Like “Franken¬ 
weenie,” "ParaNorman” is 
a story about reviving the 
dead, centering on a mis¬ 
fit boy whose ability to talk 
with ghosts makes him an 
unlikely hero after his town 
is besieged by zombies 
raised from their graves.Q 


Jay-Z to stream 
concert on YouTube 
channel 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jay-Z is 
live-streaming the last of his 
eight concerts at New York 
City’s Barclays Center for 
the launch of his new You¬ 
Tube channel. 

The rapper announced 
Thursday his performance 
at the new Brooklyn sports 
arena will be live-streamed 
on Saturday at 9:30 p.m. 
Eastern time. He says it'll air 
on his new Life and Times 
channel. 

Jay-Z’s new channel is part 
of an original program¬ 
ming initiative by YouTube, 
owned by Mountain View, 
Calif.-based Google Inc. 
Life and Times promises 
a lineup of “in depth life¬ 
style pieces” based on the 
tastes and interests of Jay- 
Z. 

The rapper is christen¬ 
ing the Barclays Center 
with a weeklong series of 
shows. The arena is the 
new home of the NBA's 
Brooklyn Nets, of which 
Jay-Z is a minority ownerO 



Rapper Jay-Z performs the 
inaugural concert at the Bar¬ 
clays Center in Brooklyn on 
Friday Sept. 28, 2012 in New 
York. 

Associated Press 






























From The New York Times I? 1 , October 5, 2012 


Must Be Debate Season 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2012 New York Times 

© 2012 New York Times News Ser¬ 
vice 

So how are you enjoying Debate 
Season, people? 

As compared to the prior Con¬ 
vention Season. Or that little 
patch in between that has now 
become known as Reducing Ex¬ 
pectations Season. And before 
that, of course, there was Prima¬ 
ry Season, and, before that, the 
French and Indian War. 

On Wednesday night, as the 
debate era opened, Mitt Rom¬ 
ney definitely seemed more en¬ 
ergetic - was there ever before 
a presidential candidate who 
could sound that enthusiastic 
while vowing to defund Big Bird? 
But Romney had that funny look 
on his face whenever President 
Barack Obama was talking. 
Somewhere between a person 
who is trying to overlook an un¬ 
pleasant smell and a guy who 
is trying to restrain himself from 
pointing out that his car is much 
nicer than your car. 

Obama seemed tired or bored, 
and he fell way behind in the 
much-anticipated battle of the 
zingers. The president thinks these 
debates are ridiculous, and he 
may well be right. But, truly, it 
would have been a better idea 
to keep the thought to himself. 
On the other hand, he was the 
only one who wants Donald 
Trump to pay more taxes. 

If you watched the whole thing, 
you now know that the president 
has taken to calling his health 
care reform law “Obamacare,” 
which is really a tad strange. 

Also that Mitt Romney will not 
admit that any of his proposals 
could involve unpleasant details. 
Taxes will go down, but not rev¬ 
enues. The health care reform 
plan will go away, except for 
all the popular parts, which will 
magically remain intact. 

“At some point, I think the 
American people have to ask 
themselves: Is the reason that 
Governor Romney is keeping all 
these plans-to-replace secret 
because they’re too good? Is it 
because that somehow middle- 
class families are going to benefit 
too much from them?” Obama 
retorted. But this was about an 
hour into the debate. 

Romney, on the other hand, 
was a veritable zinger arsenal 
from the get-go. (“Mr. President, 
you’re entitled, as the president, 
to your own airplane and to your 


own house, but not to your own 
facts.”) 

And what are we to make of all 
this? There wasn’t any car crash, 
but we have been trained to re¬ 
gard every twitch, tic and failure 
to look engaged as a matter of 
possibly cosmic consequence. 
The next leader of the most pow¬ 
erful nation on earth needs to be 
the person with the best come¬ 
backs, but the fewest strange fa¬ 
cial expressions. 

It’s a little like one of those fairy 
tales where the citizens of the 
kingdom pick their next king on 
the basis of a race to find the 
feather of the golden swan. 

Do debates really matter? The 
experts say that, barring total di¬ 
saster, the answer is actually no. 
The committed are already 
committed. (In some cases, re¬ 
ally, really committed. Witness 
the large proportion of Ohio Re¬ 
publicans who told a pollster that 
they thought Mitt Romney was 
the person most responsible for 
killing Osama bin Laden.) 

It’s all about the voters with fail¬ 
ure to commit. CNN managed 
to corral some of them to register 
their responses to the debate’s 
every jab and parry. I kept peep¬ 
ing at the lines recording their 
emotions, and I swear there were 
long stretches where the Unde- 
cideds nodded off. 

Still, you don’t want to mess 
these things up. No candidate 
wants to repeat the saga of Rick 
Lazio, who ran against Hillary 
Clinton for the U.S. Senate in New 
York in 2000. 

During a critical debate, Lazio 
tried to be clever by walking 
over and asking Clinton to sign a 
campaign fundraising pledge. It 
made him look less like a sena¬ 
tor than a stalker, and now, a 
dozen years later, Hillary Clinton 
is known as one of the most be¬ 
loved figures on the planet, while 
Lazio is known as the guy who 
once violated Hillary Clinton’s 
space. 

All I know is that you deserve a 
hand, interested citizen. You re¬ 
ally have been through a lot. 
You were there for the Rick Perry 
meltdown and the Mitch Daniels 
blip, and the period when we 
had to get up to speed on Newt 
Gingrich’s marital history. And 
now we’ve still got two more 
presidential debates plus one 
vice presidential debate. Then 
we will be moving into the final 
two weeks, sometimes known as 
the Actually Having an Election 
period. 

Did you read John Noble Wil- 
ford’s article in The Times about 
the discovery of the remains of a 
dinosaur the size of a house cat? 
A paleontologist told Wilford 
that it might have looked like a 
“nimble two-legged porcupine.” 

I am telling you this because the 
race for the Republican nomina¬ 
tion first began at about the time 
these creatures became extinct. 
Michele Bachmann shot the last 
one when it hopped across her 
front yard.Q 



How Punch Protected The Times 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2012 New York Times 

In 1969, shares of The New York 
Times Co. began to be listed on 
the American Stock Exchange. 
The driving force behind the list¬ 
ing was the company’s chief ex¬ 
ecutive, Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, 
who was then 43 and had been 
at the helm for six years. Eager to 
expand the company, he need¬ 
ed a listed stock that the compa¬ 
ny could use to make deals. But 
a listed stock had to have voting 
rights. And that conflicted with 
another of Sulzberger’s goals: to 
ensure that his family, which had 
owned the paper since 1896, 
would remain in control of the 
company and its flagship news¬ 
paper. 

Since the 1950s, the company 
had given stock to favored em¬ 
ployees and others, stock that 
could be bought and sold but 
had no voting rights. The solution 
was to give that stock - Class A 
shares, they were called - some 
voting rights, but not enough to 
threaten the family’s control. 
The Class B shares, held largely 
in a family trust, still gave the 
Sulzbergers the power to elect 
around 70 percent of the board. 
Sulzberger, who was known as 
Punch, died Saturday. In the en¬ 
comiums that followed, much 
was made of his fierce dedica¬ 
tion to the First Amendment and 
his overseeing the remaking of 
The Times, especially the addition 
of feature sections that brought 


new advertising, and new life, to 
“The Gray Lady.” 

But that long-ago decision to is¬ 
sue two classes of stock has also 
had long-lasting ramifications. As 
someone who joined The Times 
right around the time the Inter¬ 
net was beginning to wreak hav¬ 
oc on the newspaper business, 

I have watched us tighten our 
belts, offer buyouts, sell off divi¬ 
sions and even, in 2009, borrow 
$250 million from Carlos Slim Helu, 
the Mexican billionaire. (The 
money was paid back in 2011.) 
But I’ve never had to worry that 
The Times would go the way of 
so many other once-great pa¬ 
pers, abandoning independent 
foreign reporting, for instance, 
or shrinking the news hole to the 
point where the paper could 
be read from cover to cover in 
10 minutes. As many other well- 
known newspaper families have 
abandoned the business - most 
recently, the Bancrofts of Dow 
Jones and The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal - the Sulzbergers have re¬ 
mained steadfast in their belief 
that they were put on this earth 
to preserve and protect The New 
York Times. 

In recent years, that dedication 
has been sorely tested. As adver¬ 
tising has gravitated away from 
the printed page and toward 
the Internet, Times Co. stock 
has been hit hard. Profits have 
declined. In 2009, the company 
eliminated the dividend, which 
had been a source of cash for 
family members. At Dow Jones 
& Co., the ruling Bancroft family 
decided to sell to Rupert Mur¬ 
doch and News Corp. By all ap¬ 
pearances, the Sulzbergers nev¬ 
er flinched. 

None of which would have mat¬ 
tered without the protection pro¬ 
vided by the dual class of shares. 
Inevitably, as the newspaper 
business declined, financial en¬ 
gineers came knocking. In 2006, 
Hassan Elmasry, a fund manager 
at Morgan Stanley, which held 
around 7 percent of the Class A 
shares, began agitating for the 
company to abolish its dual-class 
structure. But, precisely because 


of that structure, he couldn’t 
gain any traction. 

A few years later, a pair of hedge 
funds took a 19 percent stake in 
the Class A shares and began 
to mount a proxy fight. It ended 
with the company agreeing to 
put two of their representatives 
on the board. One of the two 
has since left the board. 

As a red-blooded capitalist, I 
understand why dual classes of 
stock are frowned upon. They 
deprive ordinary shareholders of 
the chance to have any say in 
how a company is run or who sits 
on its board. A dual-class struc¬ 
ture protects the bad along with 
the good. It is likely that Times Co. 
stock is lower than it would be if 
shareholders knew they could 
“put it in play,” as they say on 
Wall Street. 

I also understand that the Sulz¬ 
bergers have made their share 
of mistakes, such as the purchase 
of The Boston Globe for $1.1 bil¬ 
lion in 1993.But there is something 
both straightforward and honest 
about their approach. If you buy 
New York Times stock, you are 
buying into the notion that you’ll 
let the family run the show, as it 
has done for more than a cen¬ 
tury. And the Sulzbergers will put 
The Times’ journalism ahead of 
all else, because that is what is in 
the family’s DNA. 

The bet Punch Sulzberger made 
his whole career is that people 
wanted - and would pay for - 
great journalism. Today, despite 
an uncertain future, his heirs are 
making the same bet. The pro¬ 
tection afforded them by the 
dual-class structure has allowed 
the current chairman, Arthur Sul¬ 
zberger Jr., and the rest of the 
family to take the long view with¬ 
out worrying about corporate 
raiders or hedge fund managers. 
“You can talk about the fact that 
a dual-class structure is unfair to 
shareholders,” said John Mor¬ 
ton, a veteran newspaper ana¬ 
lyst, “but I’m a sucker for good 
newspapers. I’m glad The Times 
is owned the way it is.” 

Every reader should feel likewise. 

□ 
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Ohio voters not thrilled at debate-watching party 


SUSAN SAULNY 
© 2012 New York Times 
WORTHINGTON, Ohio - The¬ 
ater seats? Check. Shrimp 
cocktails and crudites? 
Check. Flat-screen televi¬ 
sion with the volume low 
just waiting for the big show 
to start? Check. 

People who have been un¬ 
friended on Facebook by 
relatives because of their 
political views? Oh, yes. 

The first night of truly must- 
see TV this fall season for 
the Gardner and Jernigan 
families in this suburb of Co¬ 
lumbus was the first presi¬ 
dential debate Wednesday 
evening between President 
Barack Obama and Mitt 
Romney, the Republican 
challenger. 

Jeremy Gardner, 32, a soft¬ 
ware developer and in¬ 
dependent voter, hosted 
a small viewing party in 
a cozy living room where 
his two Chihuahuas were 
jumping around, looking 
truly excited. 

Before the debate, the ten¬ 
sions were building. (There 
were partisans in the room.) 
“I'm getting an eye twitch!” 
said Heather Jernigan, 
Gardner's sister-in-law. An 
Obama supporter, she wor¬ 
ried that even if he did well, 
his opponents would give 
his performance a negative 
review. “Rainbows could 
shoot out of his ears and 
it wouldn’t matter,” said 
Jernigan, who works for an 
insurer. 

Gardner was open to being 
swayed, but said he was 
leaning toward Obama. 
Brent Jernigan, 48, a busi¬ 


ness consultant who is mar¬ 
ried to Jernigan and likes 
Obama, is the ultimate solo 
fact checker. It was his fact¬ 
checking on Facebook that 
cost him his aunt's friend¬ 
ship. What did those gath¬ 
ered here want out of the 
candidates’ performance? 
“I want to see an actual 
plan from Romney," Brent 
Jernigan said. "I'd like to 
see Obama be very force¬ 


ful in defending his own 
actions as president. And I 
wouldn't be opposed to a 
highly entertaining moment 
from Romney, something 
like, ‘I can see Russia from 
my house!”' 

After the debate, the peo¬ 


ple in the group did not shift 
their views. “I don’t know 
the specifics of these things, 
so some of it didn’t mean 
a lot to me,” said Jeremy 
Gardner, the host. “Like I 
said before we started, I 
hate the ‘I’m going to re¬ 
peal what you did and do 
something that's better!’ 
Who doesn't want to hear 
that? Basically nothing 
changed for me." 


Scenes from the evening: 
9:02 p.m.: Obama’s open¬ 
ing lines, wishing Michelle 
Obama a happy 20th an¬ 
niversary, earned him a few 
sympathetic “awwws” from 
the women in the room. But 
Romney got a good reac¬ 


tion, too, when he joked 
about the debate being a 
“romantic place” for him 
and the president. 

Then, it was on to the econ¬ 
omy. 

Romney’s contention that 
he would reduce the tax 
burden on the middle class 
and reduce the deficit con¬ 
fused some of the debate 
watchers here in Worthing¬ 
ton. 


“But what about his own 
statements about the 
across the board 20 per¬ 
cent tax cuts?" Jernigan 
asked out loud. 

Romney repeated his claim 
that his tax plan would not 
add to the national debt, 


and that income earners 
at the top would not get 
extra breaks. “Well, then 
you can’t accomplish the 
things you promise,” Brent 
Jernigan said to the televi¬ 
sion. “He’s basically com¬ 
pletely backed off saying 
he's going to do an across 
the board tax cut." 
Gardner's wife, Megan, 
added, “Is this him not 
standing by his word?” 

9:56 p.m.: Is Medicare 

changing? Both candi¬ 
dates insisted that nothing 
would change for seniors 
today. “Future seniors” got 
a lot of attention. From the 
audience here, so did the 
personal style of the candi¬ 
dates as they answered the 
Medicare questions. 

When Romney interrupted 
an answer by Obama, it 
didn’t go over well. 

“Tell him to shut up!” Brent 
Jernigan said to the televi¬ 
sion. “He keeps inserting 
himself.” 

Jeremy Gardner said, “Can 
Obama speak? He's just 
been standing there for a 
few minutes.” 

Jernigan did not reply; he 
was busy fact-checking. 
10:08 p.m.: Numbers. Num¬ 
bers. There were so many 
numbers. What was the 
impact of the figures over¬ 
load? 

“Ithink thatthese figureswill 
be lost on a lot of people 
who aren't paying careful 
attention," Jernigan said. 
Gardner added, ‘'And the 
numbers are so specific. But 
what’s a trillion dollars over 
10 years? It’s anarbitrary 
number. □ 



Heather Jernigan, Megan Gardner, Brent Jernigan and Jeremy Gardner watch the presidential 
debate from a home in Worthington, Ohio, Oct. 3, 2012. The first night of truly must-see TV this fall 
season, for the Gardner and Jernigan families in this suburb of Columbus, was the first presidential 
debate Wednesday evening between President Barack Obama and Mitt Romney. 

(Michael F. McElroy/The New York Times) 


Obama, Romney and Lehrer take friendly fire 


ALESSANDRA STANLEY 
© 2012 New York Times 

It was death by a thousand smiles: The first 
presidential debate, on Wednesday night, was 
perhaps the most genial exchange of enmity 
in memory. President Barack Obama and Mitt 
Romney did not just spar over tax policy and 
deficit reduction, they fought to see who could 
keep a look of amused, there-you-go-again 
contempt for the longest number of minutes. 
Theirs was a glaringly public confrontation that 
looked oddly intimate and personal. And that 
may help explain why tens of millions of people 
tune in - there is nothing else like it on television. 
It’s not a gladiator fight or a boxing match or 
the Super Bowl; it’s not a quiz show, a singing 
competition, a beauty pageant or a finale of 
“Survivor." If anything, these confrontations look 
more like a dispute in couples therapy: Neither 


partner can really win, but either one could get 
rattled and blurt out something unforgivable. 
That scale-tipping moment didn’t happen. 
There were moments when both men inadver¬ 
tently slipped into the quirks they were supposed 
to suppress. Obama, known for acting a little su¬ 
perior and blase about his opponents, soon be¬ 
gan scribbling notes while his rival spoke, looking 
down and avoiding eye contact, even with the 
camera. At times he winced as if his opponent 
were causing him indigestion, but he didn’t re¬ 
turn fire and never mentioned “47 percent,” let 
alone Romney’s houses and planes. 

Romney had an easier time acting like he was 
pleased to bring a Bain boardroom intensity to 
the discussion; Obama couldn’t stop himself 
from looking annoyed not to have the podium 
to himself, like lecturers do. 

Romney still seems to believe in the rules of the 


country club. In one of the Republican primary 
debates, he famously turned to the moderator 
for help when he could not stop a rival from in¬ 
terrupting. (“Anderson, Anderson.”) Wednesday 
he again beseeched the moderator, Jim Lehrer 
of PBS, for an intervention. 

Obama was less deferential; when Lehrer tried 
to speed him up, Obama said, “I had five sec¬ 
onds before you interrupted me,” and went on 
and on. 

Overall, it was civil, interesting and not at all 
exciting. It certainly did not look like a historic 
encounter. Yet the first black president shared 
a stage with the first Mormon presidential nomi¬ 
nee in a television event disseminated on al¬ 
most every imaginable digital avenue - even 
Hulu caught debate fever. 

It looked less like a historic first than a rerun, an 
archival clip.Q 















